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A LETTER FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT AND CEO
The beginning of 2021 brought hope that the 

Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS), along with the 

rest of the world, might return to some semblance 

of normalcy after enduring a shut-down and 

closure of most of our facilities in 2020. Like most 

institutions during this time, MNHS has felt the many 

and varied effects of the pandemic.

We were able to re-open the History Center with two 

new, strong exhibits, while construction progressed 

quickly at Historic Fort Snelling. By summer we 

were able to welcome visitors back to most of our 

historic sites including Split Rock Lighthouse, which 

was even featured with its beacon glowing on ABC’s 

Good Morning America in October.

We rose to the challenge of our closure by 

concluding a multi-year strategic planning 

process, further defining our mission and vision 

while outlining a number of strategic imperatives. 

Throughout the planning process, we listened to 

myriad voices. Some said, “You are going too far.” 

Others said, “You aren’t going far enough.” 

Minnesota native and UCLA Distinguished Research 

Professor of History Lynn Hunt wrote, “History involves 

a set of tensions, between the local and the global, 

between our own history and someone else’s, between 

academic and popular forms, and even between past 

and future. The tensions cannot be overcome; they 

can only be navigated.” An increasingly important part 

of our role is to manage that inherent tension and to 

equip others to do the same. 

Our approach to exploring and teaching history is 

embedded in our mission statement, which calls on us 

to create powerful engagement with history, cultivate 

curiosity and foster a more inclusive, empathetic, 

and informed society. The mission encompasses 

all Minnesotans with the first part of our statement 

reading, “We serve all the people of Minnesota.”

The strategic plan is centered on four imperatives to 

remain the strong, bold and impactful organization 

that we have been for 172 years: re-envisioning 

space; expanding authority and expertise; 

transforming access; and, creating a sustainable 

future. Some of the exciting momentum behind 

these imperatives is detailed in this report.

Notably, in November the American Alliance of 

Museums reaccredited MNHS. This recognition from 

such a venerable organization is the gold standard for 

museum excellence. With great appreciation, we thank 

the staff, governing board, interns, and volunteers who 

have helped us remain a model institution.

The work we do would not be possible without the 

generous support of the people of Minnesota. Our 

gratitude goes to those new and long-standing 

members and donors who support us both in spirit 

and with financial contributions. We are thankful 

for our visitors, legislators, history enthusiasts, and 

most importantly, all the people of Minnesota.

David Hakensen, president

Kent Whitworth, director and CEO

Left: 1959 George Morrison abstraction, gouache on paper.  
Gift of Cynthia Whiteford and David Nelson. 
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PORTIONS OF THE LOWER SIOUX HISTORIC SITE RETURNED TO 
THE LOWER SIOUX INDIAN COMMUNITY

In February of 2021, MNHS transferred 115 acres—

approximately one half—of the Lower Sioux historic 

site to the Lower Sioux Indian Community (LSIC). 

MNHS and LSIC believe the tribe’s ownership of 

the land will benefit the public through a richer 

and more complete telling of the important history 

connected to the place. 

In 2017, the Minnesota Legislature approved the land 

transfer, which is adjacent to the LSIC’s tribal lands 

along the Minnesota River. MNHS continues to own 

and manage the historic warehouse, interpretive 

trails, archaeological sites and the visitor center as it 

has done in partnership with LSIC since 2009.

The Lower Sioux Agency is a place of great 

historic significance. It is located on both historical 

and contemporary Dakota homeland along the 

Minnesota River Valley known as Cansa’yapi (“where 

they marked the trees red”) and is a site of key 

events related to the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862.

“From my heart I say Pidámayaye do,” said Lower 

Sioux Indian Community President Robert L. Larsen. 

“It’s not the end but a very good continuation of our 

partnership!”

PRESERVING HISTORY AND EXPANDING ACCESS IN 
OTTER TAIL COUNTY
Digitization project preserves history just in time for Fergus Falls’ 150th Anniversary

As MNHS partners with communities and 

organizations to acknowledge, elevate and share 

lesser-known histories, it is simultaneously preserving 

historical documents. In Otter Tail County, recent 

efforts to digitize such documents will guarantee 

current and future generations access to a better 

understanding of Otter Tail County history.

Author R.C. Drews was embarking on a major 

research project to compile information and write 

a book detailing the founding of Fergus Falls in 

celebration of the city’s 150th year. MNHS had scores 

of paper records for Fergus Falls’ founding father, 

George B. Wright, in its St. Paul archives. 

When the pandemic began, in-person access to 

these documents was restricted. “Time was limited 

and, sadly, it may have been easier to abandon this 

project even with Fergus Falls’ 150th birthday just 

around the corner,” said Jordan Rasmusson, Otter 

Tail County Historical Society board member and 

State Representative of District 8A.

 

A collaborative effort to digitize necessary files 

from MNHS archives allowed vital research to be 

completed on time. The book Founding Fergus 

Falls was finished and is on track to be published 

in 2022. Making these important records available 

digitally has dramatically improved accessibility for 

researchers of Otter Tail County history and beyond.

“History helps us understand what came before and how we arrived at this historical moment. 
It helps us understand each other, whether your family has been in Minnesota for generations, 
or you are a first generation immigrant. History helps us see that the individual pasts we have 
traversed over the years come together to create the collective past that we all share.”

—Judge Peter M. Reyes, Jr., executive council member, Minnesota Historical Society 

F
Y

21 A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

  •  M
N

H
S.O

R
G

  •  4
  

F
Y

21 A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

  •  M
N

H
S.O

R
G

  •  5  



EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN AND SINCLAIR LEWIS: 100 YEARS 
OF MAIN STREET EXHIBITS OPEN AS VISITORS RETURN TO THE 
MINNESOTA HISTORY CENTER 

While the Minnesota History Center welcomed 

back visitors in January, two new exhibits were 

thoughtfully being prepared behind gallery doors. 

On March 6, the Extraordinary Women exhibit 

opened to the public, featuring stories of 22 women 

who fought for equal rights, including women’s right 

to vote, through political activism, education, and 

social justice work. Illustrations, multimedia pieces 

and MNHS collection objects brought these women’s 

stories to life. 

Then on April 10, during the centennial year of 

Sinclair Lewis’s seminal novel Main Street, the 

Minnesota History Center opened the exhibit, Sinclair 

Lewis: 100 Years of Main Street. Lewis is arguably 

one of the most famous authors to come out of 

Minnesota. His novels and short stories sold millions, 

many were made into Hollywood films. He was the 

first American to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 

1930. The exhibit featured more than 300 items from 

the MNHS collections, the Sinclair Lewis Foundation, 

and other collection lenders.

CONFEDERATE SHIRT AND 1906 CAVALRY UNIFORM EXPAND 
MILITARY STORIES AT HISTORIC FORT SNELLING
MNHS acquires Confederate shirt used to bind the wound of a Minnesota soldier  

On the second day of the Battle of Nashville, 

Dec. 16, 1864, Henry L. Mills, a sergeant in the 7th 

Minnesota Volunteer Infantry was shot in the leg. 

In an effort to stanch the bleeding Mills grabbed 

a shirt from a fallen Confederate soldier. This shirt 

remains stained from Mills’ blood. 

Mills mustered out at Fort Snelling, returning to St. 

Paul where he recovered and lived to age 92. While 

MNHS has many Civil War items in the collections, 

any item that survived the battlefield such as this 

shirt, is rare. 

In 2021, the staff at Historic Fort Snelling also 

received a donation of a U.S. Cavalry uniform worn 

by Grover Cleveland Cooper in 1906 when he was 

stationed at Fort Snelling. Though born in Virginia, 

Cooper spent many years at Fort Snelling where 

he was a member of the Bareback Squadron which 

performed horse-riding showmanship. 

The 1864 and 1906 military textiles will be on display 

in the Historic Fort Snelling’s new Plank Museum & 

Visitor Center in the coming years. They represent 

some of the expanded stories being shared at the 

site including stories of the military beyond 1820 

and of the Dakota, African Americans, Japanese 

Americans, women and more.
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FY21 HIGHLIGHTS BY THE NUMBERS
 187,904  Visitors

 14,225  Member households

 2.8 million  Engagements with MNHS social media

 2.5 million  People visited our website, MNHS.org, 3.6 million times

 Nearly 900  Volunteers and interns contributed more than 19,000 hours

 132,000  Print and ebooks sold, which exceeded last year’s sales 
  by 15% and exceeded projections by nearly 24%

 406,235  Unique users viewed 822,984 pages on MNopedia

 1,504  Items added to the collections

 4.2 million  Pages now available on the Digital Newspaper Hub 
  420,218 pages added this fiscal year

 5  Minnesota students earned medals at the  
  National History Day competition

 $4.9 million Provided by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund  

COLLECTIONS
HIGHLIGHTS 
Bradstreet tables and Handicraft Guild lamp 

(and Winfred Porter photograph) which further 

document renowned interior designer John 

Bradstreet and his contemporaries at the Handicraft 

Guild, an organization founded, led, and staffed 

primarily by women, that was central to the  

Arts and Crafts movement active in Minneapolis 

(1904 to 1918).

Confederate soldier’s shirt used as a tourniquet 

by Henry L. Mills of the 7th Minnesota volunteer 

regiment. This rare item survived the battlefield and 

complements MNHS’s extensive Civil War holdings. 

An eight foot tall mosaic sculpture by Rochester 
based artist, Judy Onofrio. (Photo on page 19.)

Papers of journalist, playwright, and co-founder of 

the History Theatre Lance S. Belville.

Papers of former representative and presidential 

candidate Michele Bachmann.

HISTORY CENTER 
EXHIBITS 

MNHS PRESS 
HIGHLIGHTS
Secrets of the Loon by Laura Purdie Salas and 

Chuck Dayton was selected as a winner of the 

2021 Riverby Award from the John Burroughs 

Association.

MNHS Press and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

launched a major collaboration to publish Ojibwe 
stories collected from tribal elders and published in 

the Ojibwe language as part of the band’s language-

revitalization initiative called the Aanjibimaadizing 

Project (“Changing Lives”).

Hosted 18 live virtual events on Facebook.

Published a collection of writings by BIPOC authors 

reflecting on the death of George Floyd and its 

impact on Minnesota, released on the anniversary of 

Floyd’s death.

NATIONAL HISTORY 
DAY MEDALISTS
Sasha Allen, Eden Prairie High School, Eden Prairie 

Sam Kellar-Long, Helena Squires Mosher, and Mae 
Wrigley, Open World Learning Community, St. Paul 

Nico Allen, Central Middle School, Eden Prairie

Left: Mill City Museum, Minneapolis.
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CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET  As of June 30, 2021    (000’s) omitted

  Without Donor Restrictions With Donor Restrictions  
    
      Board-
     designated State   Perpetually   
   Operating Plant fund endowment appropriations  Other Restricted Total

Cash and investments    $       17,305     9,079   (5,251)   32,054    93,869   $        147,056  
Receivables          4,263         31,104       1,143       821       37,331  
Museum shop inventories            885            885  
Property and equipment net                 90,392      16,916      7,069        114,377   

Total assets    $        22,453      90,392       9,079       42,769       40,266       94,690   $       299,649  

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities     $        4,500         4,649       613       261   $         10,023   
Net assets       17,953       90,392       9,079       38,120       39,653       94,429       289,626   

Total liabilities and net assets    $        22,453      90,392       9,079       42,769       40,266       94,690   $       299,649       

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  Year ended June 30, 2021    (000’s) omitted

SUPPORT:
Private contributions     $          2,912         1,075       1,830   $          5,817     
Federal grants      1,585               1,585 
County and other grants         62     62 
State operating appropriation      23,197            23,197  
State legacy appropriation           17,383         17,383   
State capital appropriation           3,100        3,100  

Total support           27,694              20,483       1,137       1,830       51,144          

REVENUE:
Admission fees      1,160            1,160   
Museum store sales      1,245           1,245 
Publication sales       1,746            1,746  
Program fees       96            96   
Contract service fees      1,344            1,344   
Library sales and fees     212         212 
Investment return      262      2,246        6,098       18,374       26,980  
Endowment payout     1,096    (315)      1,749       (2,530)
Change in value of split-interest agreements         22    22
Rental, parking, food services       78            78 
Other sales, fees, and memberships          465      3    468  

Total revenue         7,704        1,931       7,850       15,866      33,351  

Total support & revenue        35,398        1,931      20,483      8,987       17,696       84,495  

Net assets released from program restrictions           17,732       1,913          (16,843)     (2,802)   

Total support, revenue, and net assets 
released from program restrictions            53,130       1,913       1,913      3,640      6,185       17,696       84,495  

EXPENSES:
Program services:
Library and collections        9,257     297          9,554  
Historic sites and museums       11,815       1,242           13,057   
Education, outreach, and content development       9,471       468           9,939   
Heritage preservation          7,380     5          7,385 

Total program services            37,923       2,012           39,935  

Supporting services:
Management and general             8,013     104          8,117  
Development and membership             1,389     1        1,390 

Total supporting services             9,402     105        9,507 

Total expenses           47,325       2,117           49,442        

Net increase (decrease) in net assets               5,805     (204)      1,931     3,640      6,185       17,696      35,053      

Net assets at beginning of year           12,148       90,596      7,148       34,480      33,468       76,733       254,573  

Net assets at end of year     $         17,953      90,392       9,079       38,120       39,653       94,429   $       289,626 

These statements are condensed from MNHS’s audited financial statements available at www.mnhs.org/reports.

SOURCES OF
SUPPORT AND 
REVENUE

 Private contributions 7% 

 Federal grants 2%

 State operating appropriation 27%

 State legacy appropriation 21%

 State capital appropriation 4%

 Earned income 8%

 Investment return 31%

EXPENSES BY 
PROGRAM AREA

 Library and collections 19%

 Historic sites and museums 27%

 Edu., outreach & content dev. 20%

 Heritage preservation 15%

 Management and general 16%

 Development and membership 3%

2021 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
As a nonprofit organization, we serve the people of Minnesota.  

Our annual budget of $50.5 million comes from three sources that 

work together to bring the public vibrant, crucial programs, and 

services: private funding, earned revenue, and public funding,  

including significant funding from the State of Minnesota.

Public funds, including funding from the state’s general fund, provide 

a foundation of support and enable us to leverage non-public funds to 

create a nationally recognized history program. Typically, two-thirds 

of our operating funds come from the State of Minnesota. We deliver 

functions designated by law, such as preserving historic landmarks and 

resources, managing critical records and collections, and operating 

cultural destinations important to tourism. State support also includes 

capital funding to preserve historic buildings and construct new

ones, as well as Legacy Amendment (Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund) 

support for new, statewide history programs, including grants for local 

history organizations. 

The Minnesota Historical Society also receives support from donors, 

foundations, corporations, and members. Their gifts support 

everything from general operations and school field trips to important 

acquisitions, conservation work, and community outreach. Endowment 

funds give MNHS strength for today and tomorrow. Finally, earned 

revenue from admission fees, rental events, museum stores, publication 

sales, and many other activities also provides a base of funding while 

keeping history accessible and at family-friendly prices.

During fiscal year 2021, COVID-19 forced the closure of MNHS historic 

sites and museums through the first three quarters, which resulted 

in a $3 million reduction in earned revenue. To address this, MNHS 

furloughed roughly half of its staff, used reserves, and relied on 

state appropriations and non-state restricted funds to support reduced 

operations. MNHS also received one-time federal funding under the 

Employee Retention Credit related to the Covid pandemic.
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HELP HISTORY CAMPAIGN 
The Minnesota Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the donors who provided gifts to the Help 

History Campaign in June 2020 and fiscal year 2021. Help History was created in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic to raise critical funds to allow MNHS to safely reopen our sites to the public and update our 

technology infrastructure.

THE PATRICK COLEMAN 
CHAIR: CURATOR OF MAPS, 
RARE BOOKS, AND PRINT 
CULTURE
Funds raised to establish The Patrick Coleman Chair: Curator of Maps, 

Rare Books, and Print Culture will be used to support a senior-level 

curatorial position focused on the acquisition and preservation of 

books and printed materials. The Minnesota Historical Society gratefully 

acknowledges the following donors and the volunteer fundraising 

committee, led by co-chairs Chris Coleman and Phyllis Goff, for their 

generous support of this new endowed position and tribute to the 

career and contributions of longtime acquisitions librarian Patrick 

Coleman, who retired in August 2021 following a four-decade tenure 

at MNHS.  The listing below includes contributions received through 

December 15, 2021.

Anonymous
Joseph Amato 
Gary and Katherine Andersen
Nina Archabal*
Thomas J. Arneson
Harriet and Bruce Bart
Julie Baugnet and Carter Clapsadle
Ford* and Amy Bell
Dan Berg and Welcome Jerde
Margit and Tom Berg
Paul Berning
Thomas R. Blanck
Suzanne Blue
Robert A. Boese and Cambridge Books
Linda Boss
Betty Bright
Roger and Ronnie Brooks
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Robert Butterbrodt and Margaret 

Marrinan 
Denise and David Carlson
Cherbec Advancement Foundation
Nancy and Robert Christensen
Edward Cleary
Chris* and Connie Coleman*
Deirdre Coleman
Emmett* and Carrie Coleman*
Patrick Coleman* and Sally Johnson*
Karen Columbus Bolton
Terrance and Laura Cullen 
Mark and Jean Davis

Karen and Leslie Desnick
Pamela Desnick
The Driscoll Foundation
Colin Dunn
George Dunn and Donna Harris 
David Durenberger and Susan Foote
David Edminster
Vicki and Si Ford
Bob & Phyllis Goff* Fund of The Saint 

Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Luca Gunther and Kit Wilson
Fred Hagstrom and Sandra Spadaccini
Mark and Kathryn Tokar Haidet
David* and Kim Hakensen
Roger Hale and Nor Hall 
Patricia M. Hampl
David Hansen and Karen Lilley
Jim R. Hanson
Mary Hartnett
Kathy and William Haug
Samuel Heins and Stacey Mills Heins
Mary R. Henry
Mary Abbe Hintz
Carl and Heidi Horsch
Jean Housh
Ardes Johnson
Carol A. Johnson
James E. Johnson and Lucy R. Jones
John Kaul* and Gloria Gunville
Will and Claudia Kaul

$100,000+ 
Anonymous
George and Diane Power
The Thomas and Julianne Youngren 

Foundation

$25,000-$99,999 
Anonymous
The Gale Family Foundation
Nora McNeely Hurley, Michael Hurley 

and The Manitou Fund

$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous
Ford and Amy Bell
Suzanne Blue
Thelma Boeder
The Rosemary and David Good Family 

Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Russ and Kathy Adams
Karen Benz
Jean and Mark Larson
William C. Melton

$1,000-$4,999 
Laurie Bennett and Ahi Bennuri
Michael Davis and Sara Wahl
Liz De Lay
Richard and Jean Engebretson
Michael and Ann Farnell
Stephanie and Eric Fehr
Vicki and Si Ford
Thomas and Anne Forsythe
David and Kim Hakensen
Rick and Jeanette Nash
Michel and Barbara Nelson
Paul and Stella Nelson
Tom and Laura Rasmussen
Nancy Saathoff
Benjamin and Debrah Vander Kooi
Kent and Sarah Whitworth
Lisa Wollan and Jack Fentress

$250-$999 
Anonymous
Paul and Janice Anderson
Jeffrey W. Baillon
Peter and Mary Benner
John and Caryl Busman
Jeff and Brenda Cerkvenik
Leslie and Gloria Coleman
William and Susan Costello
John Crystal
Sarah and Jason Emrick
James P. Gehrey Jr.^^
Michael and William Hollerich
Dennis Lamkin
Sally Lehmann
Michael and Moira Majerle
Janis M. Nelson
Krista O’Malley and Andrew Longen
Mary Olson
Terry and Mary Patton
Kitty and Barry Petit
Jerica Price
Dan Shogren and Susan Meyer
Miriam Simmons and James Schenz
Judy and Heidi Steltzner
Dennis and Ruth Stephens
Greg and Karen Svendsen
Noelle and Jeff Turner
W. T. Wilke
Emily Williams and Duane LaDuke

$100-$249 
Patti Aanes
Susan Adamek
Eric and Lori Ahlness
Lynette Andersen
Doreen E. Aszmus
Joy and Bob Baker
Karen Barstad
Helen Berg
Kathy and Scott Blomquist
Diane Brand
Barbara Brenna
Tom Burke and Cherie Rinehart-Burke
Sheryl and Michael Burkhardt

Allen and Sylvia Bushong
J. Martin and Peggy Carlson
Collins Cavender
Clifford E. Clark
Jane and Steven Clay
Janet Colliton
Susan Coult and Brian Swiderski
Jonathan Despotes-Tourdot
Terry R. Diebold
Susan Drtina
Brian Dusbiber
Kimberly Ellis
Nicole Engisch and Chuck Johnson
Richard and Katharine Fournier
Gary Fouty
Myrtle Fujii
Jeff Garske and Katie Reed
Melissa and Dave Gebhardt
Chris Glatts
Cindy Goldenstein
Paul L. Grass
Jerome Grunstad
Mark Haidet and Kathryn Tokar Haidet
Bonnie J. Hanson
John and Noralyn Harlow
Elaine E. Hasleton
Lisa Higgs and Toby Kohler
Terry Hochsprung
Martha Hoffman
Laurie Holasek
Kim and Charles Holbrook
Andy Hopp
Jolene Hunter
Eric Hyland
Thomas and Kimberly Jackson
Todd and Mary Jacobson
Shelley Janos
Ronald and Sheila Johnson
Steven Johnson and Susan Iverson
Martin and Maureen Jonason
Evan and Carol Jones
Tom Kieffer
Paul Kilgore
David Klaassen
Harlan and Jeanne Knutson

Joanna Koenig
Patricia L. Koors
James Landberg
Charles and Katherine Lawler
Mary Mahoney and Caitlin Seath
Victoria F. Mahoney
Kevin and Amelia Maijala
Adam Malamen
Charles D. McCarthy
Lisa and John Mesko
Renae Morris
Pat Munkel
Mary A. Noyes Wold
Cathy Nye
Lynn Diane Olson
Judy Peterson
Amy Potvin
Shirley Reider and Dennis Lienke
Nancy Rockafellar
Jeremy Roesler
René V. Rosengren
Jill and Neil Rudnitski
Donna Schimunek
Karen Schneewind
Michele and Mike Schuler
Robert and Denise Scroggins
Robert and Christine Seidel
Corey Sevett
Mary Ann B. Sheets
Carol and Roger Sheldon
Paul Sitz
Stephanie Sjoberg
Sandra Skaar
Carol Smith
Sharon L. Smith
Jennine Speier
Claire and Christopher Stewart
Sandi Strot
Shirley Such and Jerry Smith
Joel and Elizabeth Sullivan
Kent Swanson and Linda Bedard
John and Lisa Taft
Vel Teichroew
Richard Todd and Patricia Haswell
Christina Ulrich and Thomas Clausen
Grant Van Sant
Robert Waterman
Elizabeth Wegele
Gary Westorff
Janice Weum
Jane Rae Wilkens
James Young
Warren and Margaret Zaccaro

^^ Deceased
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Kurt Kelsey and Mary Lynch
Robert Kieft
Franklin and Margot Knoll
Anders and Sally Knutzen
Peggy Korsmo-Kennon
Bonnie and Peter Kramer
Colles Larkin
George Latimer*
Natalie and David Lenahan 
The Lenfestey Family Foundation
Claire Lewis
Bruce A. Lilly and River Road 

Foundation
J. Nicholas* and Linda Linsmayer
Wendy and Mike Lougee
Kathryn Lowery
Leland Lynch* and Terry Saario*
C. Peter Magrath* and Susan Thon*
Paul S. Maravelas
Cecily Marcus
Mary M. Maronde
Connie and John Marty
Jean Mattson Larson and Mark Larson
Kathleen McLaughlin and Daryl Skobba
The McVay Foundation
Ellen Michelson*

Deborah Miller and William Lovegren
John Milton and Maureen Acosta
Patricia A. Mitchell
Chris and Brandon Moore
The James and Franchelle Mullin 

Fund of the Catholic Community 
Foundation

Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Ann and Ray Niedzielski
Margy O’Neill-Ligon and John Ligon
Thomas O’Sullivan
Sherelyn Ogden and Allan Thenan
Bill and Anne Parker
Henry Parker
Sally Parry
Jennifer and Dan Pogatchnik
Melissa Raphan and Thomas Rock
Hallie and Steven Richards
Mark Ritchie and Nancy Gaschott
Charlene K. Roise
Ken and Nina^^ Rothchild
Mary Rothchild* and Dan Bruggeman*
Robert Rulon-Miller*
Michael and Regula Russelle 
A. William and Susan Sands
Julie Schumacher and Lawrence Jacobs

Jerry Seck
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Joe Sitter
Ken and Diane Skrien
David C. Sommer
Lawrence and Barbara Sommer
Jared Sour and Christy Prediger 
Jack Spillane
Bill and Lois Stevens 
Valerie Stoker
Barb Strandemo
Richard Sveum and Jennifer Olson
Diane C. Tessari
Missy Thompson and Gar Hargens
Richard Todd and Patricia Haswell
John* and Nina Tuttle*
Susan Vento
Paul^^* and Carolyn A. Verret
Maxine Wallin
Carol Ann Walsh
Thomas Warth and Zantha LaFon Warth
Elizabeth M. Wegele
Charles Weyerhaueser
Robert Weyerhaueser 
John and Annette Whaley
Kent and Sarah Whitworth

* Coleman Chair Campaign committee members     ^^ Deceased

MNHS thanks Dr. C. Peter Magrath and Rev. Susan Thon for investing in the preservation of the 
printed page and contributing to The Patrick Coleman Chair: Curator of Maps, Rare Books, and 
Print Culture. This endowed position will honor and continue the work of longtime Acquisitions 
Librarian Patrick Coleman, who retired in August 2021 following a four decade career at MNHS.

Right: Detail of ‘and the feather drifted silently to earth, as 
though it meant something,’ gouache on paper painting by 

Dan Bruggeman, c. 2020. MNHS collections.
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NORTH STAR 
CIRCLE
The Minnesota Historical Society 

gratefully acknowledges the 

following donors in our North 

Star Circle for their leadership 

support from July 1, 2020 to 

June 30, 2021. The commitment 

and generosity of our North Star 

Circle members sustains our 

work to serve all of the people of 

Minnesota by creating powerful 

engagement with history to 

cultivate curiosity and foster a 

more inclusive, empathetic, and 

informed society.

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
$50,000+
Tom and Julianne Youngren^ 

GUARANTOR
$25,000 - $49,999
D.H. and Margaret Ankeny* 
Suzanne Blue
Kathy and Jim Cargill
Mark and Mary Davis*
Nora McNeely Hurley and  

Michael Hurley^ 
John and Ruth Huss* 
Art Kaemmer^ * 
Barbara G. Koch* 
Betty and Whitney^^ MacMillan* 
Stephen Nelson* 

FOUNDER 
$10,000 - $24,999
Richard and Mary Lyn Ballantine
Thelma Boeder
Robert and Teri Crosby
Charlton Dietz* 
David and Rosemary Good^
Douglas R. Heidenreich* 
O.C. Hognander, Jr.
James E. Johnson and Lucy R. Jones
Margaret V. Kinney
F. Alexandra Klas^^

Susan and Edwin McCarthy* 
Harry G. McNeely, Jr
David and Valerie Pace
Dean Phillips
Ken and Nina^^ Rothchild*
Jean and Mark Schroepfer^
Rick and Susan Spielman
Lee and Louise Sundet

PARTNER
$5,000 - $9,999
Annette M. Atkins*
Doug and Carolyn Barinsky
Ford and Amy Bell
Ann and Michael Ciresi
Judith and Richard Corson
Mitch and Laurie Davis
Elizabeth Driscoll* 
Stephanie and Eric Fehr
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Frels
Richard and Dorothy Friesen
David and Terry Gilberstadt
Martha A. Head
Michael and Karel Helgeson
Wayne and Dianne Hoeschen
D. Ward and Charlotte Johnson
Jean Mattson Larson and Mark Larson
Joanne Meyer
Krista O’Malley and Andrew Longen
Deborah R. Olson
Dwight and Marjorie^^ Peterson
George and Diane Power* 
Hugh Schilling^^ * 
Dan Schmechel and Mimi Wright
Kristine M. Smith* 
William Stoeri and Susan Johnston
Missy Thompson and Gar Hargens
Paul^^ and Carolyn A. Verret
Eleanor and Fred Winston*   

LEADER
$2,500 - $4,999
Jane Ahlstrom
Sarah J. Andersen and Chris Hayner
Mary Anne Anderson* 
Gary Bank and Somjai Nimitbuhanan
Bruce and Mary Bean* 
Diane Berthel* 
Kathleen Blatz and Gregory Page
Colleen and Patrick Bollom
Patrick J. Bradley and Patty A. Carney-

Bradley
Priscilla Brewster

Robert H. Bruininks and  
Susan A. Hagstrum

Barbara Burwell
Darrell D. Butterwick
Marty D. Chorzempa
David and Kitty Crosby
Grant and Kimberly Davis
U.S. Judge Michael J. Davis and  

Sara Wahl
Judson Dayton and  

Shelley Mydra-Dayton
Katherine D. Doerr
Kirsten and Jack Driscoll
Richard and Jean Engebretson
Timothy and Christine Etter
Michael and Ann Farnell
Anne and Litton E.S. Field, Jr.
Thomas and Anne Forsythe
Ram and Neena Gada
Donald and Patricia Garofalo
Phyllis Goff* 
Jennifer H. Gross
Mark and Kathryn Tokar Haidet* 
David and Kim Hakensen
Alfred and Ingrid Lenz Harrison* 
Helene Houle
Janice A. Johnson
Sylvia and Sam Kaplan* 
Gloria Kaste
John Lavander and Nancy Owen
Annette Hansen & Kirby Law^^ Family
Rolfe^^ and Barbara Leary
Jim^^ and Linda Lee
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Peg and Dick^^ Lidstad
John M. Loban
Hugh and Marilyn Madson
Deane Manolis^^
Tom and Sue McCarthy
Robert and Polly McCrea
Bill and Kay McReavy
William C. Melton* 
Eric Michael and Josh Hillger
Lucy Mitchell
Donna D. Morgan
Dean M. Nelson** 
Karen Nelson
Michel and Barbara Nelson
Timothy and Gayle Ober* 
Marla and John Ordway
Kandi and Bart Osborn* 
Elizabeth and Theodore Peyton^
Tom and Laura Rasmussen

Eric and Allison Sharkey Simpkins
Anne D. Simpson
Sharron Steinfeldt* 
John and Barbara Strandell
Edward C. and Virginia L. Stringer
Constance Sullivan
Joel and Elizabeth Sullivan
Jeff and Cindy Thom
Glenda Tollefson
Rebecca and Jim Vanderlinde
Dr. Ann and David Wasson* 
Kent and Sarah Whitworth
Warren and Margaret Zaccaro**  

PATRON
$1,200 - $2,499
Anonymous (3)
Russ and Kathy Adams
John and Catherine Agee* 
Eric and Lori Ahlness
Rolf T. Anderson

John and Cherl Andrews
Nina Archabal* 
Joseph Ardolf
Charles and Margaret Arnason
Thomas J. Arneson
Martha and Bruce Atwater* 
Doug and Julie Baker
Maria Bales
Jerry and Kris Barnaby
Abby and Joseph Bathel
Gretchen U. Beito* 
Arthur Bergstrom
Sharon Bigot
Lynne and Paul^^ Billings
Victoria Bleise
Gary and Sally Bluem
Susan Boren and Steve King
Steve and Gail Brand
Roger and Ronnie Brooks
Sue and Wolfie Browender
Louise Bruce

John and Caryl Busman
Sara and Edward Conley
Karen Cooper
Bill and Susan Costello* 
Ellie Crosby
Betty Jayne Dahlberg* 
Denis J. and Josephine T. Daly
Sheldon Damberg MD
Neil C. Danner
Chad and Maggie Dayton
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Elizabeth DeBaut
Elizabeth De Lay
Mary C. Dolan* 
Mark Draper
Carol M. Duff* 
Megan and Brendon Duffy
Peter and Isabelle Dyck
Joanell and Marv Dyrstad
E. Daniel Eckberg^^
Michael L. Ellingsworth

* Charter Member     ** Matching Gift     ^ Honorary     ^^ Deceased* Charter Member     ** Matching Gift     ^ Honorary     ^^ Deceased

Jeffers Petroglyphs, Comfrey.
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Linda C. Enterline
Ron and Diane Fagen
John and Therese Fitch
John and Dora Fitzgerald
Richard N. and Carol C. Flint
Vicki and Si Ford^
Maryfaith and Michael Fox
Hillary Freeman and Carol Mork
Pat Gaarder
Mary Gale
Catherine and Paul Gatto
Steven and Rachel Gibson
Robert Guelich
Nor Hall and Roger Hale^
Marion J. Handt
MayKao and Lu Hang
Charles and Earleen Hanson
Lorraine Hart
David Hartwell 
Peter Herzog and June Mendoza
Al and Jayne Hilde
Chris and Ann Hilger
Louis F. and Kathrine E. Hill
Elizabeth and Edwin Hlavka
Patrick and Kara Hobart
Martha Hoffman
Thomas and Libby Horner
Donald and Carin Huizenga
Megan and Scott Hume
Karen A. and Charles W. Humphrey
Bruce E. and Terry L.^^ Hutchins
Paul and Kathy Imle
Philip and Milla Isaacson
Elisabeth Jackley
James Johnson and Danita McVay
Victoria Johnson
Charles^^ and Karen Jonaitis
Janet N. Jones
Jennifer A. Jones
Karen Kaczor
Phyllis Kahn
Esther Kellogg* 
Anders and Sally Knutzen
Jeffrey and Gretchen Chesley Lang
Jami Ann and Joseph LaPray
George Latimer
Charles and Hope Lea
Sarah and Matt Leach
Donald and Joann Leavenworth
Tom and Mary Gerry Lee
Stephen and Sheila Lieberman
John and Nancy Lindahl

Becky Lourey
Richard and Juanita Luis
H. William Lurton
Kevin and Amelia Maijala
Rhoda and Don Mains
Dusty Mairs* 
Susan Marvin and Keith Schwartzwald
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Malcolm W. McDonald
Peter and Sara McGarraugh
C. McKay, MD
Margaret Meier
Debra and Dennis Meissner
J. Milo and Mary Meland^ 
Joseph S. and Jane Y. Micallef* 
Jacqueline Mithun^^
C. Nic Moga
Linda and Dave Mona
Alfred P. and Ann M. Moore
Robert^^ and Sandra Morris
Steve Mosow and Barbara McGraw
Katherine Murphy
Godan Nambudiripad
Rick and Jeanette Nash
Beth Naughton
Fred and Mickey Neher
Marybeth Nelson
Nikki Nethercot-Niermann and  

Micah Niermann
Ford and Catherine Nicholson
Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Todd and Martha Nicholson
David and Billie Novy
Michael O’Donnell
Alta Marie Oben
Linda Odegard^^ and Harlan Cavert
David and Audrey Olsen
Irene Ott
Anita M. Pampusch
Bruce and Elizabeth Pankonin
Beth Peter
Kate K. Piper
Jennifer and Dan Pogatchnik
William and Teri Popp
Bob and Judy Prentiss
Mary and Tom Racciatti
Brenda and Eric Raney
Joan and Bill Reiling^
Peter and Mary Reyes
Phil and Nancy Rieke
James E. Robasse* 
Anita Robeson and Jerry Johnson

Judge James D. Rogers and  
Leanna M. Rogers

Sheren Rogne
Diane Roth
Vincent and Barbara Ruane
Shelly and Steve Rucks
John C. and Jacqueline Salisbury
Rachel and Matthew Scherer
Bruce Schneier
Charles and Birgitta Schoen
Jaclyn and Jim Schroeder
Judy A. Schwartau
Penelope Scialla
Patrick R. Scott PhD and Rick Minnozzi
Dan Shogren and Susan Meyer
John Sieff^ 
Gail Sit* 
Kerry and Kristen Skelton
Ray Skowyra and Marianne Short
Gwenn Solseth^
RoxAnn M. Splittstozer
Robert S.^^ and Jean Spong
Craig Stapleton and Elizabeth Kellett
Paul Stembler and Mary Anne Ebert
David Swanson and Joanne Reid
Henry^^ and Virginia Sweatt
Barry and Linnea Tedlund
Noelle Pidcock Turner and Jeff Turner
Stephanie Cain Van D’Elden
Larry and Suzanne Vanden Plas
Ben and Deb Vander Kooi
Judy and Bill Walter
Bill and Kathleen Wanner* 
Mary Ann and David Wark* 
John and Janet Watson
Judy Weiss
Elizabeth Wexler
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Jerrold and Martha Wood
Robert J. Wood M.D. 
Edward J. Zapp* 
Charles and Julie Zelle

MEMBERSHIP 
AND ANNUAL 
FUND
 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS
$500 - $1,199
Tom and Ilene Adam
Ann Adams and Sally Ehlers
Phil and Kim Almeroth
Richard and Sarah Amos
Gregory and Pam Anderson
Ann and Jerry Bajari
Mary A. Bang
Paul and LaVonne Batalden
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Jack and Carol Benson
Denise and Jon Beusen
Carolyne Bisson and Richard Miller
Richard and Gail Bliss
Helen Boyne and Sarah Flynn
Andrea Brainard
Brad and Joan Brolsma
Charles and Elizabeth Bye
Gail and Bill Bynum
Patrick and Beth Camilleri
Tyler Candee and Jessica Intermill
Joe and Cathy Carroll
Richard and Marcia Carthaus
David and Mary Choate
Chuck and Cynthia Clanton
Jean^^ and Richard^^ Clarke
Kristen L. Clements
Brian and Shelley Colvin
David and Jeanne Cornish
Lydia Crawford and Phil Davies
David E. Cross
Andrew Currie and Ames Sheldon
John and Linda Danielson
Sherry and Robert Daugherty
Karen Demarco
Laurel and Lynette Dubbels
Joan Duddingston
James and Linda Duncan
Eric Dunn and Lori Ricke
Kathleen Dwan
Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Iverne Enestvedt
Kay Erickson and Michael Madigan
Pamela Erickson

Robert and Sandra Erickson
Thomas Erickson and  

Katherine Solomonson
Larry Espel and Cynthia Hasselbusch
Stephanie and Eric Fehr
Sheila ffolliott and Shepard Krech
Anne and Litton E.S. Field, Jr.
Robert and Linda Fisher
Olivia and Silas Ford 
Nick and Ingrid Gangestad
E. Peter and Scotty Gillette
John Goetz and Lisa Bramlet
Barbara L. Golden
Timothy and Susanne Goodman
Stanley and Hazelle Gordon
Sue Grove
Constance Haddeland
Harry and Linda Haluptzok
Jeff and Joan Hamiel
Robert and JoAnn Hanson
Stephanie and Corey Harbott
Peter and Anne Heegaard
John Hick
Walter and Judith Hinck
Matt Holden
Stanley and Jane Hooper
Burt Hoverson
Mary and Michael Ives
Bruce and Barbara Jensen
Carol and Darold Johnson
Fritz and Sharon Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Mary and Charles Jungmann
Sarah S. Kacer
Mary and Toni Karlsson
Rebecca and David Key
Jane H. Keyes
Nancy and Richard Killmer
David M. King
George and Julie Kinney
Jean Kummerow and Frank Mabley
Michael Landreville
James K. Lawrence
Peter and Catherine Lenagh
Patricia Lewis
Judith and Dale Lindstrom
George M. Logan
Leland Lynch and Terry Saario
Judith Maas
Edward G. Maranda
Brandon and Casey Mason
James and Sydney Massee

* Charter Member     ** Matching Gift     ^ Honorary     ^^ Deceased ^^ Deceased

Right: Eight-foot tall mosaic sculpture by Rochester 
based artist Judy Onofrio. Gift of the artist.
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Karen Mateer
Donald and Deborah McCoy
Jayne and Patrick McCoy
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland
William and Elizabeth McGeveran
Jim and Carol McKinney
Sonny and Amy Miller
Chris Mincks and Lisa Shakerin
Taffy Mitchell
James and Carol Moller
Matthew Moore and Diane Klein
Susan Muench
John and Marlene Mulrooney
Janet and J. Thomas Nelson
Bruce and Ann Nerland
Richard and Joan Newmark
James R. Nobles
Russell and Marcelle Noyes
Benedict Olk and Kris Berggren
Kevin Lee Olsen
Nancy Olsen
Robert and Susan Olson
Warren H. Olson
Mary B. Paulson
Roger Peters and Lorna Reichl
Dale H. Peterson
Jennifer and Scott Peterson
Mary Jo and Winston Peterson
Darrell and Bonnie Pettis
Ann and Stephen Pflaum
Kelly Pickens
Nick and Judy Priadka
Brad and Linda Quarderer
Karen Rasmussen and Paul Zagaria
Gary and Pamela Reierson
Jane H. Richards
Carol A. Robertson
Robert and Cheryl Roediger
Ken and Nina^^ Rothchild
Tom and Jane Ryan
Thomas Saylor and Kimberly Johnson
William Schlichting and Steve Lenius
Dan Schmechel and Mimi Wright
Tom^^ and Joanne Schmid
Mark Schmidt and Susan Reid
John and Mary Schmitz
Karen Schneewind
Steve and Lucia Schroeder
Bruce and Julianne Seiber
McNeil V. Seymour Jr.
Richard and Barbara Shank
Artice and Morton Silverman
Nolan and Emily Soltvedt

Gerald^^ and Sarah Spiess
Mary and James Stahlmann
Robert Stanich and Jeanne Schleh
Gary and Rita Stenson
James Stensvold
Rodney and Janis Tanner
James Tennison
Trudy Thompson
Ali and Jeff Tuttle
Karen Viskochil
Ron Wahlberg
Lawrence and Kristi Waite
John R. Wald
Charles and Susan Ward
Barbara Watts and Bruce Nelson
Ronald T. Welch
Dorene S. Wellck
John and Annette Whaley
Larry and Nancy Wigley
Frank P. Willkie
Jean C. Wirsig^^
Wayne and Rosemary Wislofsky

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
$250 - $499
Anonymous
Alice Aamodt
Grant Abbott and Elaine Tarone
Orit and Dominic Ackerman
Carl R. Adams
Bruce and Nancy Adomeit
Mike and Maggie Albers
Stevens and Mary Anderly
Rudolf E.H. Anders
Dwight and Karen Anderson
Grace Anderson
Paul and Janice Anderson
Lauren and Gregory Anthony
John F. Apitz
Allan L. Apter and Brenda Ion
Bruce and Barbara Bachman
Barbara Cox and Joseph Bagnoli
Caroline Baillon
Jan Baldwin and Larry Baldwin
Adrienne Banks
Shirley Barone
Maura Bartel
Sandra and Stephen Batalden
Roger E. Battreall
Anna Belu and Bruce Lemmons
Peter and Mary Benner
Nancy Berry
Larry and Judy Biederman

Christopher Bingham
Jim Birdsall and Karen Willett
Lynn Blewett and Christian Franken
Virginia Rae Bly
David and Patricia Borchert
Patricia Bordewich
Hildy Bowbeer and Bill Klein
Beverly J. Boyer
Roger Bredeson and Karen Leonard
Alan P. Brew
Sharra and Erik Brockman
David and Lonnie Broden
Conley and Carol Brooks
Terrance Brueck and Kathy Mitchell
Todd Brueshoff
Ann K. Buck
David Buerkle
Sheryl Burkhardt
Tim A. Burns
Dale and Janel Busacker
Patrick and Marlyn Cain
Nancy Cameron and James Leibold
Tom and Jean Campbell
Merrilee Carlson
Vicki and Richard Carlson
Daniel and Sheri Cassens
Cecil and Margaret Chally
Gail Chang Bohr and Richard Bohr
Elizabeth and Richard Charbonneau
Margaret Chesley
Ronald and Janet Christenson
Elaine Tessman Christiansen
Warren and Susanne Cohen
Alfred G. Colling
Jennifer Collins and Thomas Keljik
Mary C. Combs
Robert Craig
Paul and Patricia Curran
Robert and Gretchen Crosby
Peter Dahlen and Mary Carlsen
Mark Dale
Richard and Wendy Dart
Kay and Fred de Sam Lazaro
Sandra Dennis and Mark Schmid
James and Cynthia DeRuyter
Doug Devens and Jennifer Raeder-Devens
Rick and Betty Devine
John Dewitt and Paula Denman
Ariel W. Dickerman
Laurie and Adam Diethelm
John and Sylvia Dobrovolny
Dan Dodds
William Dolan and Jane Tilka

^^ Deceased Left: Forest History Center, Grand Rapids.
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James Dorsey and Dee Gaeddert
Patrick and Mary Dupont
John Edman
Sandy Fetyko
John and Mary Finch
Catherine and Edward Fischer
Pat Flahaven^^
Charles Flinn and Elizabeth Hayden
Ashley and Chadwick Flitter
Gayle L. Fordice
James and Karen Forman
Arlene and Brad Forrest
Robert and Robin Fossum
Raymond Fredette
Arlo and Stephanie Frost
Lynn L. Fumuso
Xavier G. Gagnon
Gene and Emily Galatowitsch
Patience Gall
Robert and Karen Garland
Daniel and Patricia Gerhan
Wayne and Barbara Gilbertson
Roger Giroux
Connie Glattly
Paul Gleich and Elizabeth Sonnier
Paula M. Goblirsch
Karen Gordon
Tim Graf and Bonny Demeules
Janet C. Green
Ronald and Karen Greenslade
Constance C. Gregor
Joan E. Griffis
Robin Groenke
Amy Gudmestad
Jennifer L. Gunn
Jo H. Gustafson
Mary Jane Haemig
Michael and Leah Hallett
Gregg Hammerly
Kathleen Hanon
David Hansen and Karen Lilley
Joyce J. Hanson
Jacquelyn Harlow
John W. Harris
Peter and Carol Harris
James and Judith Hartmann
Valerie Hauch
Michael Haugen
Chris and Hannah Heath
Don Helgeson and Sue Shepard
Roger and Mary Helgeson
Tryg and Charlotte Helseth

James and Leane Hewitt
Mary Kay Hicks
Peg and Jim Hicks
Richard and Carrie Higgins
Lisa Higgs and Toby Kohler
Joan Higinbotham
E. Jean and Gerald Hilfer
Michael Hill
Donald and Dorothy Hilligoss
Randy and Teresa Hillson
Gayle Hjellming
Susan M. Hoel
Harry and Julie Hoffman
Sarah and Eric Hoggard
Prof. Michael J. Hollerich
Wayne and Nora Hornicek
Ellyn Hosch and Lee Biersdorf^^
Rachel and Matthew Howell
Daniel and Jessica Hugger
Karen A. and Charles W. Humphrey
Steve Hunegs
John and Angela Huot
June and Rachel Husom
Marty and June Immerman
Charles and Judith Isenberg
Lu Jacobson
Todd and Mary Jacobson
Edward A. Jerome
Mark Jesok
Barry and Karmen Johnson
Harry and Marian Johnson
Larry Johnson
Orville and Kathy Johnson
Todd and Catherine Johnson
Wilford and Jean Johnson
Alan and Judith Johnston
Ronald and Kay Jones
Lorie J. Jordan
Joan Jungkunz
Marianne and Phillip Kanning
Gina and Kurt Kastel
Laurie and Mark Kedrowski
Hannah Kelly
Michael F. Kelly
Kurt Kelsey and Mary Lynch
Linda and Will Kenny
John and Kay Kern
Robert Kieft
Kay Kingsley
Gregory and Karin Kishel
Sharon Kjellberg
Richard L. Klaus

Thomas Kleinschmit and Liana Magee
John and Valerie Klobe
John A. Knapp
Karen L. Knoll
Jennifer Kondor and Bill Hines
Susan Kowalsky
Linda E. Krach MD
Barbara and Richard Kraft
Deb Kreger
David and Susan Kroska
Dan and Joyce Kuechenmeister
Roger and Donna Kufus
Lori Lahlum
Mary Laine
Kathleen Lamb
Dennis Lamkin
Keith and Lorraine Langseth
Russell and Karen Larsen
Mary Jane LaVigne
Robert and Jean Lawrence
Amy LeClaire-Sachs and James Sachs
Dorothy LeGault
Chris Leisz and Karl Dedenbach
James Lenfestey
Bill Leonard
Jane Leonard and Loretto Lippert
Kurt and Maren Leonard
Lisa and Jonathan Lewis
Steve and Judy Lewis
Mary Lilly
Vernal A. Lind
John M. Lindley
William and Patricia Litchy
Pia Lopez and James Read
Peggy and Dave Lucas
Marianne Ludwig and Jon Boylan
Tim and Jane Lundberg
Carol Lundquist
Mike MacDonald
James Mackay and Lori Johnson
R.P. and MaryAnn Madel
Deborah and Brian Madson
Robert^^ and Helen Mairs
John Malone
Marc and Kathy Manderscheid
Joanne Mann
Margaret and Frank Marvin
Rick and Mo Massopust
Tara Matthews and Paul Lafferty
James McCarthy and Gloria Peterson
Fred B. McCormick
Katherine and Tim McGinley

^^ Deceased

Linda McGowan
Richard T. McMurray
Jon McTaggart
Thomas and Mary Meier
Sharon Meyer and Rodney Massey
Russell and Jan Michaletz
Ellen Michelson
Dan and Alice Mikel
Laura Miller
Nicholas Minderman and Katie White
Todd Mitchell and Caren Fitzgerald
Richard and Julia Moe
Andi and Tom Moffatt
Mary and Bob Moncur
Barbara and Mark Moormann
Barbara and Thomas Morgan
Richard and Carol Morgan
John Moriarty and  

JoAnne Wetherell-Moriarty
James and Franchelle Mullin
George and Judy Murakami
Joyce Myhre
Ted and Judy Nagel
Chuck Nelson
Donna and Bruce Nelson
Eric Nelson
Karen Nemchik and Tariq Samad
Merritt Nequette and Nancy Hartung
Beth M. Nienow
Susan and Hugh Nierengarten
Franklin Noel and Ellen Perl
Rob Nordin and Nancy Kosciolek
Anna Nowak
Mike and Jean Oberle
Douglas L. Onan
Margaret A. Osborne
Mike and Joyce Palazzotto
Bill Palmer
David and Nicole Palmieri
Roger and Donna Palmquist
Robin and Marie PanLener
Walter C. Parkins
Terry and Mary Patton
Gary and Lucia Ann Pearson
Mark Pearson and Jill-Marie Pennie
Ronald Pederson
Jane Persoon
Jay Peterson and Kathy Ripke
William H. Petrowiak
Joe Plante and Eric Neumann
Ron and Molly Poole
David Pratt

William C. Pratt
Brenda Prediger and Jared Sour
Paul Pribbenow and  

Abigail Crampton Pribbenow
Jerica Price
Robert and Maureen Proebstle
James and Louiva Puffer
Julie and Jim Reimer
Jane and Richard Remiarz
Eugene and Sharon Retka
Mary Lou Rice and James Gorski
Marcia and Robert Rinek
James Roe and Joyce Hakala
Roland and Janice Root
Barbara L. Rossow
Timothy and Kathy Rudnicki
Jim and Sandy Rummel
Jim Rustad and Kay Thomas
Christine and Robert Salmen
Nancy Sampair
Kenneth A. Sandvik
Steven R. Sarafolean
Mary Savina
Jerry and Kathy Schaefer
Elizabeth Schiferl
Jeffrey Schiffman
Cliff and Julie Schlueter
Melvin and Ellen Schmidt
Edward Schneider and Susan Pemberton
Ann Schwind
Laura Secord and Mary Coyne
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Barbara A. Skoglund
Terry and Leah Slye
Anthony and Heather Smith
Bradley and Tammie Smith
David and Ann Smith
Janet and J. Bradner Smith
Peter and Barbara Smyth
Dianne E. Snell
Linnea Sodergren
Robert Sorenson
Curt and Louise Speller
Richard and Carol Stahl
Nicole and Jenny Starr
Amy Starzinski
Clifford and Amy Steinhauser
Judy and Heidi Steltzner
Lila Stevens
Bonnie and Jim Stockhaus
James A. Stolpestad
James Stone

Kathryn and Connie Strom
Shelley Sullivan
Timothy and Beth Sullivan
John Sutter and Alexandra Revie
Tom H. Swain
Dick Swisher
Estate of Margaret I. Syring
Christina Szitta and Gabriel Holloway
Robert and Christine Tennessen
Catherine and Steven Thatcher
Richard and Cheryl Theilen
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Thomas
Matthew Thueson
Clyde and Pat Thurston
Janet and David Tilstra
Laurence and Lynn Torsher
John and Nina Tuttle
John and Jennifer Urbanski
David J. Usset
Dan and Hannah Van Lith
Robert and Betty Van Tassel
Steven Victorey
David and Brianna Vogt
Kim M. Wall
Carol A. Walsh
Dave and Betsy Ward
Laurel and Charles Watt
William and Diana Weller
Karen and Ken Wentworth
Jon and Randi Wheaton
Donnette and Greg Wheelock
Merry and Rodger Whipple
John and Sandra White
Helen P. Whitmill
Douglas and Lori Whitney
Nedra Wicks
David and Beverly Wickstrom
Richard and Lucy WIlhoit
Kent and Ann Wilson
John W. Windhorst Jr.
Louis and Carole Winslow
Sara Wise and David Soll
James Wittenberg and J. Pamela Weiner
Lisa Wollan and Jack Fentress
Martha Wren
Peter and Sue Wyckoff
James Young
Jerilynn Young and Darrick Jensen
John Zakelj and Bonnie Watkins
Kristi and Ryan Zelenka
Nyle Zikmund
Elsa A. Zinter 

^^ Deceased
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MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
Gifts were received in honor of the following individuals.

MEMORIALS
Sally Anson
Jean Brookins
Nancy Lee Compton
Carol Connolly
Georgia Ray DeCoster Lindeke
Nancy Dodds
Jeanne Felder
Marian Glew
Joan Grant
Ethel Griggs
Judy Beug Hopia
Lincoln Hudson
Betty and Bill Hulings
Mary Beth (Coleman) Kosberg
Marlyce Lee 
Bernard Lieder
Jeanette Lintelman

Marvin, Margaret, Benjie, and  
Sarah Ann Mann

Mary Elizabeth McKenna
Pierce McNally
Stan Nelson
Wallace O. Nelson
Edna and John W. Nickel
Diane Nigro
Mary Patterson
Marlys Linda Sebasky
Elizabeth Shippee
Jane Trosdahl
Paul Verret
Biloine “Billie” Young

TRIBUTES
Patrick Coleman
Matt Eidem, Jeff Johns,  

Anders Mayland, and Hayes Scriven
Beth Finlayson, Retirement
Phyllis Goff
Jim Johnson, 80th Birthday
Tom Kurihara, 85th birthday
Col. Edwin “Bud” Nakasone
Doug Raney
Kate Roberts
Dan Schmechel, Board service
Ted Stamos, MNHS Volunteer
Ben Thompson

ENDOWMENT & SPECIAL 
PROJECT DONORS 
The following donors made commitments in suport of endowments and 

special initiatives in fiscal year 2021.

$500,000+
Betty and Whitney^^ MacMillan

$100,000-$499,999
Estate of Rodney H. Forristall
Estate of Deane Manolis
Estate of Otto and Martha Schmaltz
Estate of Brian Schumacher and  

Janet D. Veit

$25,000-$99,999
Estate of Edie Ernst
Estate of Sidney Hartman
Janet N. Jones
Estate of Inez Oehlke
Nina Pillsbury
Ken and Nina^^ Rothchild
Estate of Russell G. Schroedl
Mark and Jean Schroepfer
Estate of Renata Winsor

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (2)
Nina Archabal
Suzanne Blue
David and Rosemary Good
Patricia G. Haglin
Estate of Stanley Russell Nelson
Robert Weyerhaeuser

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Paul and LaVonne Batalden
Blenheim Cemetery Trust
Katherine D. Doerr
Thomas M. Kurihara
Sally Lehmann

^^ Deceased

MNHS recently lost a devoted supporter and longtime friend 
with the passing of Nina Rothchild. Nina and her husband Ken 
have been members since 1963, and were founding members 
of the North Star Circle in 1999. Ken served on the MNHS 
Executive Council from 1963-2001, including as president from 
1986-1992, and they have generously supported many MNHS 
initiatives, such as the revitalization of the Oliver Kelley Farm, 
the construction of the Minnesota History Center, programs 
that focus on Business and Women’s History in Minnesota, 
professional development for MNHS employees, and acquiring 
the Mike Lynch Archive for our collections.

A grant from the Raymond & Florence Berglund Foundation 
allowed MNHS to purchase 13 all-terrain wheelchairs for our 
historic sites. Now, people needing wheelchair assistance can 
enjoy the full visitor experience at our sites. The wheelchairs 
have already received glowing reviews including a warm thank 
you from the father of this young girl pictured here who visited 
Historic Forestville last summer. Sadly, trustee Kenneth Berglund, 
son of the late Ray and Florence Berglund, recently passed away. 
He and his wife Doris had been longtime members of MNHS and 
had previously donated a number of historic photos from their 
family’s lumber business to MNHS collections.

Matt Nupen and his family visit Historic Forestville and 
utilize one of the all-terrain wheelchairs.
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CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS &
ORGANIZATIONS
The Minnesota Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the following donors for their generous support of

our programs in fiscal year 2021.

$500,000+
WEM Foundation

$100,000-$499,999
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The 

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
The Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
The Thomas and Julianne Youngren 

Foundation

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 

Foundation
Marie Ankeny Legacy Foundation
The James F. Bell Foundation
Raymond & Florence Berglund Family 

Foundation
Cherbec Advancement Foundation
The Mark & Mary Davis Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Gale Family Foundation
Rosemary and David Good Family 

Foundation

The John and Ruth Huss Fund
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of HRK 

Foundation
George A. MacPherson Fund
MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Manitou Fund
The Minneapolis Foundation
The Stephen Nelson Charitable Fund
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
The Scrooby Foundation
Securian Financial
Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing
Frank W. Veden Charitable Trust
Winton Jones Foundation Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
3M Foundation
Andersen Corporate Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Cargill Foundation
The Dietz Family Fund
Ecolab Foundation
GiveMN

Hardenbergh Foundation
The Hognander Foundation
Margaret Kinney Charitable Fund
The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
Longview Foundation
Morrow Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
The Jay & Rose Phillips Family 

Foundation
Piper Sandler Companies, Inc.
Robina Foundation
Lucy Rosenberry Jones Charitable Trust
The Rothchild Family Fund
Schwab Charitable Fund
Eugene C. and Gail V. Sit Foundation 

and Sit Investment Associates 
Foundation

Summer Fund
Sundet Foundation
Target
Rick and Susan Taylor Spielman Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Thomson Reuters
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Unity Church - Unitarian
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program

In Spring 2022, MNHS will celebrate the grand reopening of Historic Fort Snelling. MNHS is grateful for 
strong corporate support for this major revitalization project:

“Ecolab is proud to support the revitalization of one of Minnesota’s most important historic sites. 
Improving riverfront access and expanding the stories at Fort Snelling will benefit Minnesotans for 
generations to come.”

—Kris Taylor, Vice President of Global Community Relations, Ecolab

“The revitalization of Historic Fort Snelling is an important step forward in Minnesota History. This project 
will help Minnesotans to understand the powerful, diverse and complex histories of our state. Securian is 
proud to collaborate in this work.” 

—Nicole Hansen, Executive Director, Securian Financial Foundation

Right: Historic Fort Snelling at the confluence 
of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers.
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^^ Deceased ^^ Deceased

$5,000-$9,999
Beito Foundation
Chorzempa Family Foundation
Mitch and Laurie Davis Charitable 

Giving Fund
Dellwood Foundation, Inc.
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Eveleth Heritage Society
Head Family Foundation
The Sally Lehmann Fund of The Saint 

Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Clinton Morrison^^ Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation
Mortenson Family Foundation
Krista O’Malley Family Fund
Poehler-Stremel Charitable Trust
Missy Staples Thompson Fund
Terhuly Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
The Alces Trust
The Allegro Fund
American Endowment Foundation
The Mary Anne K. and William R. 

Anderson, Jr. Foundation
Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. Charitable 

Foundation
Theresa A. and Vincent J. Baker 

Charitable Trust
The Diane M. Berthel Charitable Fund
Patrick and Colleen Bollom Family Fund
Ronnie and Roger Brooks Fund
Rodney & Barbara Burwell Family 

Foundation
Caliber Foundation
Cambridge Books
Catholic Community Foundation
Cooper Schneier Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Ken & Betty Dahlberg Foundation
Michael Leo Ellingsworth Charitable Fund
Litton E. S. Field and Nancy T. Field 

Foundation
Richard N. and Carol C. Flint Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Forsythe Family Fund
The Garofalo Foundation
Cecelia M. Goswitz Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation

The Chris and Ann Hilger Charitable Fund
George and Karen Kaczor Charitable Trust
Sally and Anders Knutzen Family Fund 

at Schwab Charitable
H. William Lurton Foundation
Deane C. Manolis & Nancy G. Manolis 

Charitable Giving Fund
McDevitt Lindell Family Foundation
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland Family Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Henry H. and Donna D. Morgan 

Charitable Fund
Barbara McGraw and Steven Mosow 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Kingsley H. Murphy Family Foundation
Philip and Katherine Nason Fund
National Society of The Colonial Dames 

of America in the State of Minnesota
Nicholson Family Foundation
Open Door Foundation
John and Marla Ordway Charitable  

Lead Trust
S. Bartley Osborn Family Charitable Trust
Osilas Foundation
The Peter and June Charitable Fund
Kate K. Piper Charitable Fund
Prospect Creek Foundation
Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation
Ruane Family Charitable Fund at 

Schwab Charitable
Sieff Family Foundation
Dave Simpkins Family Charitable 

Fund of Sauk Centre Community 
Foundation

The Charles B. and Margaret L. Sweatt 
Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Thom Family Foundation, Inc.
Wanner Engineering, Inc.
Wells Fargo Community Support 

Campaign
E. J. Wexler Fund
Frederick and Margaret L. 

Weyerhaeuser Foundation
W. Second Growth Foundation
Willmar Area Community Foundation
Women’s Organization of the Minnesota 

Historical Society

MATCHING GIFTS
General Mills Foundation
IBM Corporation 
The Improve Group
Medtronic Foundation
Securian Financial
Truist
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Your Cause

SPONSORSHIPS 
Extraordinary Women  
Exhibit Sponsors:
 
Major Sponsor:
Securian Financial
 
Associate Sponsors:
Andersen Windows & Doors
Dorsey & Whitney
 
Mill City Museum Sponsor:
General Mills
 
Museums on Us Program Sponsor:
Bank of America
 
IN-KIND DONATION
WeVideo, Inc.
 
DIGITAL CONTENT 
SPONSOR
Judy A. Schwartau
 
MEDIA SPONSOR
Star Tribune

Left: Extraordinary Women exhibit at the 
Minnesota History Center.
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^^ Deceased + Emeritus/Honorary Council Member    * Executive Council Member

Back cover: Daguerreotype of St. Anthony Falls from 1855 photograph  
by Alexander Hesler.

MNHS makes every effort to provide an accurate listing of donors between July 1, 2020 and 
June 30, 2021. If we have made an error, please contact us at 651-259-3115.

MINNESOTA LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
We are grateful for the special commitment of these visionaries, whose generosity has included support of the 

Minnesota Historical Society by including MNHS as a beneficiary of a will or other planned gift.

Jeff Allman
Mary Anne Anderson
Charles W. and Margaret Arnason
Thomas J. Arneson
William Asp^^
Annette Atkins 
Sharon and Terry Avent
Doris and Earl^^ Bakken
Mary Bang
Glenn E. Bartsch
Arthur Bergstrom
Roger and Dallas Betz
Victoria Bleise
Suzanne Blue
Thelma Boeder
John and Caryl Busman
Richard J. and Susan Chaffee
Judith and Richard Corson
Edward and Caryl Crozier
Neil C. Danner
D. Stephen and Diane Elliott
Richard and Jean Engebretson
Jon and Phyllis Evert
Mary Flekke
Bryan and Diane Forsyth
Hillary Freeman and Carol Mork
Marian Glew^^
Phyllis Goff
Loris Gregory
Jennifer H. Gross
Patricia and Preston^^ Haglin
Mark and Kathryn Tokar Haidet
David and Kim Hakensen
Charles and Earleen Hanson
George Gardner Healy^^

Mavis E. Hogan
O.C. Hognander, Jr.
Karen A. and Charles W. Humphrey
Ruth and John Huss
Bruce and Terry^^ Hutchins
Carol Daniels and Richard Jacker^^
Lenore Jesness
Eric and Margit Johnson
Victoria Johnson
Henry N. Kaldahl
James and Jane Kaufman
Dorothy Kettner
Thomas and Jean King
F. Alexandra^^ and Robert^^ Klas
Stephanie Kroeger
Colles and John^^ Larkin
Harold and Mary Jo Larson
Jean R. Ljungkull
Lynn Lohr and Lance S. Belville^^
Lydia Lucas
Hugh and Marilyn Madson
Deane Manolis^^
Marilyn Mattson^^
Margaret Meier
Roxanne Michelson
Evelyn Miller
Donna Morgan
Corinne Myers
Marybeth Nelson
Stanley Russell Nelson^^
Alta Marie Oben
Michael O’Donnell
Judy Olsen and Myke Rachu
David and Valerie Pace
Kate K. Piper

Ralph R. Rayner
Scott Robinson
Jon and Delores Roeder
Judge James D. and Leanna M. Rogers
Ken and Nina^^ Rothchild
Otto^^ and Martha^^ Schmaltz
Judy A. Schwartau
Nel Schweiss
Ruth Searle
Ames Sheldon
Kenneth R. Skjegstad
Anthony and Heather Smith
RoxAnn M. Splittstozer
Richard and Carol Stahl
Paul Stembler and Mary Anne Ebert
William Stoeri and Susan Johnston
Craig Thiesen and Vicki Lofquist
Paul^^ and Carolyn A. Verret
Charles and Susan Ward
Jane Rae Wilkens
Eleanor and Fred Winston
William Woehrlin^^

Alexandra “Sandy” and Robert Klas created a bequest to the Minnesota Historical Society in their estate. 
They were North Star Circle Members to MNHS for more than 20 years. In addition to Sandy being a 
member of our Honorary Council, Sandy and Bob were members of Minnesota’s greatest generation 
and helped create our popular exhibit of the same name, which has now been on display at the History 
Center for more than ten years. Following the death of Bob in 2019 and Sandy in 2021, MNHS received 
their generous gift to support the revitalization of Historic Fort Snelling and create an unrestricted 
endowment. In honor of Sandy and Bob’s tremendous contribution, the Klas family has allowed us to 
name a beautiful new scenic overlook in their memory at Historic Fort Snelling. 

EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL
Find the current roster of 

Executive, Emeritus, and 

Honorary Council members at 

mnhs.org/about/leadership.

OFFICERS
David Hakensen, President
Michael Davis, Vice President
Kent Whitworth, Secretary
Daniel J. Schmechel, Treasurer
Phyllis Goff, Immediate Past President

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Eric Ahlness
Ford W. Bell
Barbara E. Burwell
Grant W. Davis
Michael J. Davis
M. Mitchell Davis
Joanell M. Dyrstad
Richard E. Engebretson
Michael B. Farnell
Stephanie L. Fehr
Thomas M. Forsythe
Steve R. Gibson
Phyllis Rawls Goff
David R. Hakensen
MayKao Hang
Dennis Lamkin
Jean M. Larson
Monica Little
Linda Brekke Mona
Richard C. Nash
Joseph S. Nayquonabe
Krista E. O’Malley
Peter M. Reyes, Jr.
Daniel J. Schmechel
Anton S. Treuer
Ben Vander Kooi
Gwen N. Westerman
Kent Whitworth
Warren J. Zaccaro

EX-OFFICIO
Tim Walz, Governor
Peggy Flanagan, Lieutenant Governor
Steve Simon, Secretary of State
Julie Blaha, State Auditor
Keith Ellison, Attorney General

HONORARY 
COUNCIL
Lowell C. Anderson
Marvin R. Anderson
D.H. Ankeny Jr.+
Nina M. Archabal+
Charles W. Arnason+
Annette Atkins+
Sharon Avent+
Bruce W. Bean+
Gretchen U. Beito+
Ford W. Bell*
Mark Davis+
Charlton (Chuck) Dietz+
Elizabeth S. Driscoll
Dennis Dvorak
Richard L. Ferrell
Michael J. Fox
Ram Gada+
Karen A. Humphrey+
Ruth S. Huss+
A.J. (John) Huss
Lucy R. Jones+
Sylvia C. Kaplan+
Colles B. Larkin
Elizabeth S. MacMillan+
Terry R. McGibbon
Peg Meier
William C. Melton+
Joseph S. Micallef+
Richard Moe
Dr. Larry G. Osnes
Fred Perez
Mark F. Peterson
Kennon V. Rothchild+
Ramedo J. Saucedo
Jeff Savage
Gerald Vizenor
Vernell Wabasha
Mary Lethert Wingerd

EMERITUS 
COUNCIL
D. H. Ankeny, Jr.+
Nina M. Archabal+
Charles W. Arnason+
Annette Atkins+
Sharon Avent+
Bruce W. Bean+
Gretchen U. Beito+
Diane Berthel
Kathleen A. Blatz
Suzanne Blue
Robert H. Bruininks
Judith S. Corson
Mark Davis+
Charlton Dietz+
D. Stephen Elliott
Harold A. Frederick
Ram Gada+
William Green
James T. Hale
MayKao Y. Hang
Stanley S. Hubbard
Karen A. Humphrey+
Ruth S. Huss+
Lucy R. Jones+
Sylvia C. Kaplan+
Dennis L. Lamkin
Elizabeth S. MacMillan+
Charles Mahar
Susan B. McCarthy
Malcolm W. McDonald
William C. Melton+
Grant J. Merritt
Joseph S. Micallef+
Dean M. Nelson
Richard H. Nicholson
Elizabeth M. Nordlie
Peter R. Reis
Mark Ritchie
Kennon V. Rothchild+
Susan Kenny Stevens
William R. Stoeri
Edward C. Stringer
Bo Thao-Urabe
Karen Wilson Thissen
Missy Staples Thompson
Kathy H. Tunheim
Eleanor C. Winston
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345 West Kellogg Boulevard, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102
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