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“Duluth Assault Case Before High Court”.

DULUTH ASSAULT CASE
BEFORE HIGH COURT

ATTY. BARHETT ARGUES . '
.FOR NEW TRIAL

Atty. F. L. Barnett of Chicago, and
Atty K. ©. MeCullough of  Daluth,
counsel for Max Mason, the Negro who
is serving a term In Stillwater priscn
for the alleged aesault on Irene Tus-
ken, & white girl, which caused the
Iynching of three Negroes on June 14,
1820, appeared  hefore  the state su
preme court on April 5th to argue an
appesl from the declsion of the dis-
triet conrt,

BTORY OF THE CABE.
THE MAX MABOM CABE.

Ally. F. L. Barnell called at The
Measenger office and gave the follow-
Iy statement of the Max Muson cuse:

The Max Mason case, appaaled from
the trial at Duluth, was argued orally
before the Supreme Court of Minnd
aota, Wedneeday, by Atty. F. L. Bar-
nett of Chicage, representing Max
Muson, appellapl, and Warren E,
Greene, county® attormey of Duluth,
representing the State.

The ease was laken under advise-
ment and an opinion will be rendered
later. In his argument, Mr. Barnett
contended that the stitement of the
cane by the progecunting witnesses was
wholly insufficlent to Justify a verdict;
that oo ressonable jlentification  of
Max Massn was shown by the evi-
dence; that Max Mason was indicted
after ho had been compelled to teatify
agalost himself, and that the évidence
presented by the state, pot only raised
& reasonable doubt, but actually prov-
ed that no rape had been committed.

The concluding efforts In this casa
give evidence of splendld race loyalty
to victime of race prejodice. Max Ma-
son and five otherz were [ndleted for
rape alleged to bave heen committed
wpmn o white woman on & clireas
ground in Dulath, o June, 1520, Tha
renult of that charge was the arrest
of seventesn men on the morning afi-
er the afleged rape.  Three of O dt<
rested man wara lynched that' night
with indescribable brutalily, and the
whola ¢ty of Duluth was thrown lnto
riet and turmell for three doys. Thic-
teen other colored men were held in
Jail tor several days—then seven wers
digcharged hy the Grand Jury and six
were indleted for rape. In  April.
1921, the indicted men wora called to
trial. As the prieoners wera all poor,
the colored people of Duolulh deler
mined Lo secure for them the benefit
of & proper defense.

The splendld spirit of race loyalty
showed itself, through the work of the
Duluth branch”of the Natlonal Asso-
clation for the Advancement of Color
ed People. Under the administrations
of Messre. George B, Kelley, Goorge
H. Adams and Robort Newsome, pres-
idents of the loeal assoclation, niore
than $1,300 wera raised by thia recent-
v organized branch and applied to
payment of expenves of the trisl of
Ihe eases.  Thia small body of race
loving peaple retained F. L. Barmett
of Oblcago, U. W. Berutching of Be-
midjf,Minn., to assist R C. McCul-
lough in the trial of the cases. Wm.
Miller was nequitted—the four other
indieted man were discharged without
trial, and only Max Mason was found
guilty. 'Out of thirteen men originally
held far the rape all were ‘dizcharged
except Mason and the Ineal branch de-
cided to provide expenses of the ap-
peal, and within ton dnys reised onme
hundred and fifly dollars to guarantee
payment of the tranacript of the evi-
denca.

After the Toral brmmh had paid all
the expenses up to the trial of the
cages and pald for the record to take
ithe appeal to the Bupreéme Court, the
Branch referred further financing of
the appeal to the Natlomal Organiza-
tion. - This great organization, which
had acknnwledged contributions - spe-
clally for the Duluth cases, snd of the

d had

$100.00 towards the defense fund, In
perfoctiog the appeal, printing of the
rocord, costs of trayeling dn 'otw-
incidentals, a deficit of more
hundred dollars must be met,” \\hic‘h
repregents actual cagh expended inde-
pendent’ entirely ol the expentos of
F. L, Barnett and R, (. McCullough.
who ara the' mmnerl who hiva pmla-
cuted the appeal:
An Appeal for Ald. %
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