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“Here Are the Facts; The Facts—Without Any Apologies”.

HERE ARE THE FACTS.
The following letter wae received from the Natlonal Ofice of The Ida-
tinmnl Asgociallon for the Advancemont of Colpred Feople nod s’ published

By roquasl:

ﬂ«l:l'.?har Hheh, 1821
Mr Uharles Sumnar Smith, i

Ealitor, The Minosapolis Messenger,
iT17 Bixth Ave. Mo, Minneapolis, Minm,
Ay dear Me, Smfth:

My attemtion hsz heen called (o ar editorial appedaring i the Minosapo-
lie Mesnonger of Ottober 22nd, under the heading, “May Lose Duloth Rape
cape” o which you state that: .

“It ig reported fhat (ke national office of the M. A. A. C. F. wlll nob sd-
vapos funds for the brief, which amounts to 3204, This I8 deplorable and it 18
aloal tima that those whoe éollect moneys for such purposes wonld ses’ that
emaugh s approgristed for the entlre precedurs in reaching the last courts
nnd ikt due Botice be given for 1he solicitation of more funds before it is
tog lata, 1L ie the duty of the N, A, A, C. P, to support this appeal, or give
gomd reanons why”

it is for the purpose of giving you, and to the readers of the Minnsapolls
Messepger through you, the facis in this and other cases which the W, A, AL
P iz handliog, thet this letter is written, In vigw of the imteresi yon have
iaken in itha work of ihe A.s.\aur.'iln.l!inn and the co-operatios which voi have
rendered, [ feal sure that you would oot have madd the ststoment gooted
whove if you had been in possesslon of the faets. [ an, therefore, requesiing
that yon give to this slatement tho e promicenpce in Your mexl jsgwe that,
Fou guve to the editorizl in your issoa of the 22nd.

Hirat, may 1 detzil the steps which have heen taken in dulundtn; ihe 1!
cofored men whe were arrested and indbeted foltowing the Dululh lynchings'
in Jupe, 1920, The Duoluth branch of the N, A. A, C. F. was organized lninse-
diately following "the lyonchings and in & lefter from Mr. George H. Adams,
presidest of the Duluth Bracch, to this olfice, dated May I4th, be stated that
ihe: branch had recsived and expended $1152.00 for attornews’ fees; that it
Eag patd $300.00 for the briefs in the Max Mason cage and had & small kalance
ir. the trogsary. Prier Lo this time an appeal had been mads 10 the nationsl
wifice for asslstaoce pad twoe sleps were takem, First, §100.08 was given by
the: national office, and second, an appeel was mads to elghteen branches in
Difwois, Yowa, Missonri, Nebraska, Wisdonsin and Kznsas. These branches
responded as liberally as they oould.

The malional olfice haz rendered every asalsfanee to the Duluih Branch
i these cases that funds st its disposal woubd allow. 1 sam pore that yoo
amd Lhe readers of ihe Messenger must realize that the Duluth cases wre bot
omin of & number which we sra haniling, For exomgls, we have dafandod
winee Oclober, 1919, twelve men seplencnd io death and sixiyseves to loog
prison ierme in connection with the Arkansas rlots, We have expelded to
date in thase coses $10,748.35, and are al presest delioitely obligated o d
FLO00000 more. Thiz hae been a Oght againgt the mosl vicious race prefodios
imeginable aod we have had to go up singlehanded againsl the enlive atate
of Arkansus (o our efforts aol only oh save the lives of thess men but fu s
fight te end the vicious sxploitation of colored people under the peonage sya-
tom of the Soatk, . i

Further, these sevantyaine men in Arkansas are in an almost kalpless coo.
dithon, confronled as lbey are with bilter rece prejedice wod with the opposl
vioE of the esline ccomomld sysbem of the state. which In based largely oo tha
shari-cropping system.  Fual the people of Minnesotz have nalther of (hess
handicaps o any grest cxtent. and are (o o position whare they can flght for
thamaelves.

Finally, with vegard to your statement referring to organizstions thal
collect money for such purposes, 1 wish to ‘state that every cent lhat was
eoutributed for this purpose has been used for ke parposs caiped, and that
Lhe books of the Association are always open for inspéctlon, in addition to
the financial statements we publish regulacly of all) money collected and
disbursed, ;

Very truly yours,

WFW: LGP, WALTER F. WHITE, Asajstanl Secrotury.

THE FACTE=—WITHOUT ANY APOLOGIES.

The editosinl, “May Lo the Duloth Caso,” appenred in The Massenger,
nitos & porsanal eali from Atty, MeCufloogh and the receipt of a apecial fotter
trom hims stating the mecassity of bhaving funds io relesse the copy for the
lerfefs, which were in the hands of a prioter who required the payment of
F2000 fn ndvance, Atty. Franais, of St Pavl, recalved & copy of same ketier.
They werg tnrned aver to the sxecutlve committess of the Twin City branches,
Abaut six days remained fo secure the money, snd & appeared certain that
amadber axtenston of time would not e given to Ale the hrief,

Weo are glad 1o get “the facts,” aven though they show some financial
treoprEiprities o the Duluth cose. Our statomesnt was made of pesasssion of
v em Bbe in this olfics, which we will publish, if oecessary,  Thero are|
miaay unplessant things said and done, fn dhess cases, which the public need:
know, but bt s very hmportant thal an accurate seebunt be given by
e whe collect manays for such parposes™ eepecially when an appeal i€
mide al the alevénth ]u;m'r.l

The Messouger makes no apologies or excuses for (he quoted paragraph
4= our desive o assist the N AL A, O, P and to give the best information on
publle questions. It appears that the Natiooa) Offies balleved: that the
wrledy hid hean patd for loRg ago. The Duloth Branch wag of the same opinion.
They should have known. Many wers surprised (o hear this, &5 the Minne-
apciin branch sent 11460 1o New York oo the reqguest of Atty. F. L. Baroetd,
who solicited funds for thot speciBec purpose, apd the S Pagl Branch ralsed
almost ws moch, Thess sre (acts.

The fact thet the Naticoal Office aceounts for avery etnt collected snd
diehucsed, doos not prove that sl of the local branches do likewise. Mamy
of them do nol oee busioess methods too give | Informalion te the Matiopal
Office, or pratection to thelr branech. Genersliy, to0 much fn taken for grant
ed on Msappositions” and mogeys are pald oot without receipts or racords.
One of the best ways to chtaln and to secure public confidence, is to be ready,
at tmes, Lo give @ pubdlic report on finznce,  The Minnespolls Brench B dolog
nicaly now, and 1t hes profited by past experiences, -

Whike president of the Mioneapells Branch, H was my privilege tn oF,
ltb the Duluih Brooch, doring the excitement of the. lynehing. . Bi'u.t

it

Prilulh ware In touch with the Matjodal Offies and wora mpmmlu-
orally 1o averyeall for finance, as shown by the fecards; nlso th-b

thir rgspenaibilities on July 11th Tt They hil hees mﬁmﬂ
pleasant respansibilition couaed by the men l.cqﬁlml amd

thy unnmi tor rnn wq']h_.re

for the advancoment of Buman justice for all Toople.  We wish to contloue
o toke imierest in the work of the N, A. A, O P, bul we ahall stick to our
pottey of conatructive crillelam, not as o privilege. but as a duty. —Chas, Sem-
eer Emith, ' N . B
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