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DULUTH EDITOR
SUCCUMBS TO
" BRIEFILLNESS

“John L. Moi-uson, Editor-Pub-
lisher of “Tthe Rip Saw,” Vic-
tim of Fata.l I]lness S

Urged [Legal Equahty '

After Lynching in 1920, Printed
Facts; Cq::]demned Officials
for Negligence.

T

- Duluth, Mifin., May 24. —Jo}m L.
Morrison, ed ior and publisher of
“The Rip Saw,” and lover and ad-
voeate of faw|and justice for all, is
dead.. P .

1 was he who first discovered and
publishegd in }a paper the “Rip Sawr

that a great ipjustice had been done
the colored dfreus hands that were
mobbed | and {flone to death in this
city in 1920, At that time the ted-
sion was str ined to the breaking
point b tweefi the races and every-
body that was able armed themselves
and resolved | to die before heing
lynched, . v
Refuled Accusation.

Editor Motrison made a thoroug
invéstigation of the affair and pub-
lished his findings boldly with glar-
ing " headling! thus—*“Negroes Did
‘Not Rape thér 11-year'old White Giri
as Alleged.” L‘So eager was the pub-
lie to know Ehe truth-that the’ ﬁrst
edition was spon bought np entirely;
then the sae&nd edition \tas publish-
ecf because tl:ge demand v; 80 great
and ‘ll; was & on exhausted; then the
third and fcurth editions and they
were still gong like hot cakes. |

The editor said then that his pa-
per'was. never in such demand he-
fore. ]

Editor Mquisun spilty majnta[ned_
that a great mistake had been made
and it has never been pr{ved that he

was wrong, gmd most péaple heliave'
he told the iruth. .

: Conglemned Ofiptals,

He openly condemnéd mob  vio-
fence and #ll those who' were con—
nected with that harrible crime, even
the author:l&es that permitted it to
happen, and, was not content until
the princips‘ﬁs of the mob were con-
vieted and the chief of police and the
head of pulilie sal‘ety had been re~
tired from o ce.

Previous [lo this thne: one found
reading the “Rip Saw” was looked
upon with sl’uamemn but a mnll car-
rier claimed that on his route where
he. had de fvered only a few cnples§
before, he “was required 1o carry a

reat many copies of the “Rip Saw"

he very hest people.
N Algromina Rall\\a}’.

’dr Mmrisnn was born ‘in Tabor,
Iowa, near the famous “Mason and
Dixon Ling.” His family belonged.
tu the anti-siavery Eroup and many

(Co:;tinued on page 4)
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DULUTH EDITOR I)IES
AFTER SHORT ILLNESS
{Gun.,tmued rrom page 1)

were Ihe slaves that domiciled on h£
father's nremlses during the da.y and
fled north by night. When he no-
ticed foml being carried: out to the.
bharn he knew that, aoma fugitives
were on ! thelr way freedom

John L Morrison h a number o;E
relics of old John Brown of Harper's’
Ferry fame and he remembered when
the noteci abolitionist had stopped at
his: fathers place on his way from
Kansas.

1t therc were nore Jﬁhn L. Mm-
risons of men like him, Americans’
wounld have less cause for shame,

Ag there was only one Fred Dnug~
dass, one Abraham Lincoln, one
Booker T. _Washmgton. one Wendell
Phillips¥one Harriet Beecher Stowe,
one Julkus Caesar, one Bzutus, and.
one Toussaint L. Overture, the race
eannot expect more than one Juhn L.
Mnrt‘ison

-John L. M0r1lson was 4 friend and
memher of the N, A, A, C. P., attend-
ed all their meetings when posﬁble‘
heard all the prominent speakers,
and commented fevorably in his pa-

per-an all of them, including Di, W.

E. B. Du Bois, Dr. Roman and Mr

Plckens )

. “"shght hangs upon h!s eyes

‘His bones wonld rest— -

That have labored to attain

this “hour .
in, general hénest thought

For the common zood to all’

- His, lifNasﬁguod e

He was m‘g nohlest ;_Baman

of them all.” '

A law-abiding mhzen had no cause

to fear the “R!?p Saw’™ and its brave

editor, but the paper was a hnrnet
to the wrong-doer. :

John L. Morrises leaves a wit‘g a,nd
two ::achildren, a girl 14 and %
hoy 13 yeats oid, John L, Jr. - *
. They should be rem}mbere‘d. and
he will not be forgotten.
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