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CITIZENS MASS MEETING., =~

Under Auspices of - Local Branch ‘of
N. A. A C. P,

Last Sunday aftornoon St James
A, M. E. Chureh wos erowdad with
an audience thet responded to o eall
made by the local branch of the N.
A A G P for a citizens' mass mest-
ing te refute the impression that
RAHEITY to have been made by an
article in the daily papers to the ef-
fect that the colored people were
about to establish o puoblic play-
ground and skating rink, sipresaly
for colored peoply, on the block
bounded by St. Anthony and Virginia
Aves. Rondo street and Western Ave.
The meeting was called to order by
Dr. Valdo Turmer, who stated the
capse for calling the mesting.

. He was followed by Mr. O. C. Hall.
IMr. . M. Clancy, mmizgioner of
|Public Parks gud Pliygrounds, was
|the newt spealer who declared that
“there would bo no public plaveround’
or skating rink in 8t. Panl, exclusive-
ly for eolored people L

Rev. B. F. Hedge was the pext
speaker, Mra, George A. Gooden fol-
lowed. Mr. Johnson, supervisor of
public playgrounds, wms the next
speaker and he too zaid there would
be no soch playgroomd. Rev. T. L
Carr was the next gpeaker. All the
lapenkera in  unequivocsl  terms ex-
pressed themselves as utterly op-
posed to any such thing. .

A committes was appointed hy the

choirman  to draft resolutions ex-
pregsing the sentiments of the meet-|

Ing. * f

E.‘rurinx the absends of tha com-
mittes, Atty, F. L Barnett, of Chi-
cago, wha was present, was intro-
duced anfl told of the recent trials
of ithe seven colored men imprisoned
in Duluth, whe are ¢ with
raping & white woman on June 1dth.
1'4.'?‘&1' Barnett was employed by the
N. A. A. C. P. to defen Ee acenged
men. He was assocdated with Atty,
C. W. Bcrutchin of Bemidji and B C.
Mclullough of Dreluth. o

Two of the men, Max Mason and
Willinm Miller were tried by jury,
and the former was convicted, while
Miller was acquitted. Miller was
present at the meeting and- received
the congratulations of the audiencs.
Before Atty. Barnett began to speak,
he asked that a prayer be made, and
Mr. Geo. W. Stewart addressed the
throne of grace. - .

Atty. Barnstt told the story of the
alle rima with which the public
iz familiar; though he told things
that were wot generelly known he-
fore. ’

A eollection was nsked for and $76
waa quickly roized to be added to
tho defense fund of the N. A, A C.
P. Rev. Carr reported 312 as having
been ralsed at Memorial Baptist
Church, and Rev. Hodge reported
81680 raised at Plignm Baptist
Choreh.

The committes on resolotions then
reported the following: ;

Reaclutions.

WHEREAS, there I a° certain col-
ored individual in 5t Panl whom we
believe has for a long. time ‘misrepre-
sonted the membera of his race hers;

AND WHEREAS this man ks
minister 'of the - and “has’ had
the of icertain white people whom
we - bblieve ba'has deceived -with -
spect” to the members of his in
5t Panl and his position as n mem-
ber of  hiz racein- 5t/ Panl; :

AND WHEREAS this man has =
intrenchod himself fu the minds of

certain good-intentioned white folk
thet attempts upon the part of col-
ored people to make plain the true
facts with regard to this individual
were misanderstood;

AND WHEREAS the colorod poea-:

le of 8t. Paul have suffered in si-

nea for sgeveral in the wvain
hope that the true caliber "of the
man would become apparent to those
whe were misguided in giving and
providing him with money in the be-
lief that they were helping the col-
ared people in St Paul in general.

CAND E:'ﬂ-lli‘RF-‘.-‘tE sines thiz indi-
vidual now seeks to create Jim Grow
conditions in Bt Paul by establish.
ing n esloved. playground;

AND WHEREAS we beliovo that
there is no poccasion for a colored
playground fn 5t Paul; that it would
ba a rank injustice o all citizens of
5t. Paul 1o estshlish a eolored play-
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ground in our city and against the
reneral Americanization scheme which
the people of this country are striv-
ing to perfeet;

© AND WHEREAS in the minds of
the colored people of St. Paul pa-
tience with George Washington Camp
‘has ceased to be a virtue; .

BE IT RESOLVED that we, the
colored people now assembled, after
public call through the. newspapers
for that ‘purpose, hereby denounce
the said George Washington Camp
and declare that we are not in sym-

athy with his methods and that we

elieve that he does not have the in-
terest of his race at heart, but seeks
his own pefsonal welfare and ad-
vancement at the expense of his race
and in methods calculated to create
false and Improper impressions. -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that we, the colored people of St.
Paul, in mass meeting assembled, are
unalterably opposed to the establish-
ment of any separate playgrounds
| for colored people in St. Paul under
the guidance of this man Camp or

any one else. -
. W. T. Francis.
5. E. Hall.
. W. Wigington.
R. C. Minor, '
Cora Grissom.
—COMMITTEE. ...
The resolutionz*were unanimously
adopted.
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