National Advocate, July 24, 1920, page 1.
“Tragedy of a Colored Man”.

TRAGEDY OF

Brewer Scores Lynching;
Evolution Necessary for_
Betterment.

“Tre colored men's past is pathetie,
larmingly tragle” Rev,
told @ lurge congrega-
rat Preshyierian chureh
peaking on "Why These
yachings?"

ihle tragedy of the shock
sl Lhe Hendish meb has
I oour souls do the depihs” he
of the lynching of three negroes
here TP.(:»"'I]”_\'. L THT arouned our
while eity 4 profoued wympathy for
L osnfferers of the asanalt.

e inneocen

JREV. GEORGE BREWER.

Those suspecied of the crime have
been arrested; those partielpating in
the mol vielenee have been publicly
dencunced and are raplély facing the
Jugtlee of the law, .

“m ey the various cypectssof
the local tragedy whet do we aee ns
the fundamental canse for Iynchings
and erimes ng aifecting colored people
thronghout the country?  If we look
earefylly and honestly we will see the
accumulated tragedy of o neglected
paopla and of & race prejudice sguinst
pecple who are ours by compubsion
and not by eholon,

Lack of Understanding.

"We are préjudiced against tham be-
cause we do oot know them, their his.
tory. their needs and their possibili
tles, That 1a why [ am speaking on
this aubfect tonight, for 1 fiemly be-
Hieve that when we know them better
we will hate them less.

Dr. Brewer reviewed the history of
tha colored rees in America, detailing
how slaves had first been broaght
from America, ignorant, superstitious
and in constant fear.

“As Thomas Jefferson said,” the
speaker continued, “the whole relation-
ahip between master and slave is a
perpetnated: exercise of the most bojat-
eroug passjon, the most unremitting
despotism, ‘on the one hand, and de-
grading submission on the other. The
man must be a prodigy who can re-
tain hls morals and manners unde-

praved under such circumstances. But
from this degrading  slavery, withi
neither whiteg nor blacks prepared for
it, by & single proclamation, 4000,000
slaves were turned loose in liberty, un-
tanght, unmeducated, undisciplined,
without properiy or gellreilance, and
smong & people embittered by defeat
und losa, .

Golored Man's Future,

“What about the eoloved man's fu-
ture? Historiens say that whenever
an - inferior and a superfor race have
come |n contact opne of three things
always takes ploce. The two races
may amalgamate, a5 in  the Philip-
piae fslgnds, in Mexico and in South
Amerfea, The stronger may reduce |
the weaker race to political and manual
slavary, as in South Africa and North
America, or the weaker race may be
exterminated, a process now going on
before our eyes among  the native
Hawalians and the American Indians.
Which of these three tates shall be the
lot of the megro? The besi thinkers,
hlack and white, have agreed that se
should - never amalgamste., Americs
has said “they shail never he held in
slavery,' Then shall we allow direase,
vjce, race hatred and viclence to push
thesa peopla into o euieidel extine
tion? If we are & Christisn nation T
say by the grace of God, let ue write'
& mew chapler of higlory in the reslm

lven No Proparty. :
&y, apeaking of the negroes
close ‘of the Civil war, says,
the armies of the Bouth eapiti-
and freedom came to the slaves,
did the -slave assert hiz right to sny
portion of the " property “of which he
Jeas the chiel oreator? 'Did ho sst up
; whish would Kave been tha oo
tor: fresh disorder to the Boo-

i

ge

i 80l o his'retorn to hils beme

iz his tattered jacket of gray? No.
There was not a svllable of demand,
not & murmur was heard from the lips
of the millions of enslaved. On the
other hand, they joined heartily in the
work of eaving the cropa and, in the
aftermath, of recomstruction.”

“Think of the part the negroes
played in the World war. They in-
vested a dollar out of every five they
possessed In - Liberty  Bbonds,  They
wgnt 840:40 strong into the army and
there was only one case of somviction
for avaiding the deaft,

Tragedy of Mulatto.

“Even when you think of the black
man's ging against the white woman
don't forget the white man's sin
against the black woman, We are all

{ incensed over every negro assault,

but have you ever stopped to think
about ibe tragedy of the mulatto?
What does the mulatte mean? Every
mulatte living In America today is a
Hving evidence of the meanpese, im-
morality and viciousness of some de-
wenerate white man or white woman
who did, just exactly what theae color-
il men werd accused of deing. And
thizs sin I8 not occaalonal; it is 3o gen-
erat that it i alarming. '

“After an addrese in a northern city
by Dr. Cowan of our Fresdmen's
board, & Woman came op to him and
gald "Docter, 'm from the South, from
Virginie, and I know all sbout the
darkies. Most of them are shiftless,
dishonest, lazy, dirty and Irrespon-
gible. But Dr. Cowan, politely inter-
rupted her, safing, ‘Madam, if all you
say Ie true, them it's all the more nee-
epsary for us to give the negross A%
education that will regenerate them
and ‘make them new creatures,” and
that's ty appeal for the colored peo-
plé tonight.”

Dr, Brewer deprecated the! stand or-
ganized labor hae taken relative to the
negro, aaylng that while the nagro may
practice law or medicine, ‘or ¥
preech, he cannot paw & board or drjve
o nail becauss he is not-allowed In the
unlons.
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