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Bob K ing.Sews- T ribuna

Grave markers for the threa men who were lynched by 2 Duluth mob in 1820 are in place in Park

Hili Cemeatery.

Markers: City to dedicate headstones

From Page 18

he said, “Duluth now stands shamed in the eyes of
the world.”

Mo public statements are recorded from members
of First Lutheran Church, who Instead quietly saw to
the victims' burial

“Somebody made the decision to welcome into this
white, Scapdinavian cemetery three Black men who

. had seffered such indignity,” Olson sajd. “This effort
now to dignify the very undignified death of these
mren by puiting grevestones there, bullds on & tradi-
tion of compassion that wes manifested in J920 by
the decision to move the bodies to Park HIll Ceme-
tery.”

Many beligved the viciims were burfed in a pot-
ter's field neer the old Cook Home n Puduth i!!"lshlﬁ
until lest summer's debate over a proposed jadl there.
Adter i was learned the victifhs were in anmarked
Eraves al Park Hilk, an effort wis inltiated !fl:!.-' mem-
hers aof First Lutheran Chureh and the Duluth Chagp-
ver of the Nationai Association for the Advencement
of Colored Peaple to erect headstones

Today's ceremony s B0 conjunction with the
MAACH: apnual freedom Tund E'l.l'il'l1'|l.:-¢'1.. which be-
gins al & pom. {0 Use Holiday 1an, 200 W, First 5t The
1820 bmchings kd o the beginning of the Duhith
HAACP branch

The markers bring closure (o & treglc event and
are & painful reminder of racial viedence,” said Bob
Baldwin, Dututh's MAACE president. “Unfortunmge-
i, racismy in wlil EErEY alent i our srckety and 10 this

community.”

Cralg Graw, & member of First Lutheran Church,
initlated the effort that jed to the installment of
markers. The University of Minnesota-Duluth politi-
cal sclence professor has complled additional re-
search aboul the event that isn't documented in the
oniy boak written about the violence, Michae! Fedo's
“They Was Just Niggers."

The deaths of the circus workers for 4 crime doc-
tors” reports indicate never happenoed was felt nation-
wide, and its Impact is stili being measured.

The mob viclence led the Minnesota Leglalature 4o
pass antl-lynching laws. Elisha Scott, a Mack lawyer
from Topeka, Ken,, who tried unsscoesafuily to sue

Ahe Duluth Poilce Department on behalf of a victin's

father, was later invoheed in a landmeark cese in
which the Supreme Court rufed that reclsl segroga-
tion in public schools was ynconstitutionsl.

Roy Wilkins, then n student a the Umiversity of
Minnesota, sald of the Duluth vechings i his suto-
tiography: 1 lost my npocence oo race ogoe and for
ALY Wilking later became executive mretary of the
raional MAACE

Cloger to home, Alfred Wetnberg of Druth, who
was 12 when he wilnessed (he hynohings, said the
event shaped his law career as an adull. Weinberg
sald he often Wook on black clients withoat chargiig &
e

I owas n tertible thing 10 see, porthoularly for 8
youngster,” said Weinberg, whie i pow retived. ™7
wiag never the swme and developed very strong views
atanat Lhe :ighl_& of minorities ™
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