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6205 - 5702 — MASON, MAX {5702) cted July 30 1-921..
in St.Louls County of Rape and sentenced to for

5 - 20.78ars. ] [April 1924]
Age 23 years. Asks clemency as“from the hestimony offered

Ha% thg trial 1t is apparent that the verdict of the jury was

dus entirely to passion and prejudice; that the svidence

was not sufficient to sustaln a conviction; that yomr
petitioner 1s innccent; that he comes sguarely within the

the contemplation of the duitles of the Pardon Board in the
granting of relief from punishment improparly infiicted
through a story which in its entirely is uwnusual and striking—
ly improbable and calculated to create bias and dethrone
reason in the mind of the average juror to the extent of
depriving him of that sane and wise judgment that should
actuate the mind of a fair and impartial juror.®

BRIEF FACTS: Mason was working fok the John Robinson
circus which showed in DPuluth.on June 15, 1921, It was
claimed that a young man and woman visiied the cirous this
evening and that six colored men, oneé of them Mason, grabbed
this young woman and took her to a ravine and that five of
them ravished her, that the young man was kept undar control
by a revolver held by one of the party. He was arrasted
that night, but they failed to identify him and he was )
released. He was arrested again the next day in Virginia
and brought back to Duluth. He wag one month later identified,
He was convicted but still claims inmocence. Ke says that
the people of Duluth were worked up over the matter and that
the County Attorney was anxious to sscure a conviction.
Three men suspected of complicity in the crime were hung by

a moba

PRISON: First grade. General hsalth good. Application
for parole denied feor fourth time in March, last.

Accomplices, William Miller, Louis Hayes, Frank Spicer,
Clarence Green, L, Willlams and Nate Gray.

Served thirty daye on Workfarm at Lbuisvllle, Ky. Informas~
tion racelved cover his time well and speak well of him,
Kept steadily empleyed, spoken of as8 honeat and associates

not bad for one of his class.
One brother and twe sisters living

S8ingle. Parents dead.
in Alabama.

STATE AGENT, BOARD OF PARCLE., There has always been con-
siderable mystery and doubt in the minds of the Duluth

people about this case., There are people living there who,
doubt 1f there was any crime commltted, there are many others
who think that at least five others should have been oconvioted.
There is a great deal of criticism over the way the matter

was handled by the police .and cthera. The real truth will
probably never be known. This man'e conduct and appearance

here is good,

Letter of County Atty. (Mason Forbes) January, 1923,

The defendant was rather unfortunate in that he was the only
one of the colored men involved who was convioted. Personally,
I pnever was of the impression that the evidence was any too
strong in his case, and if he had been a white man, I am rather

doubtful if he would have baesn convicted,
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ADYISEGNT QASES, | [Tuly 1924]
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