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July ¥th I92I.
To the Honorable Board of FPardons,of the State of iinnmesota:
5t Paul, liinn.,

Gentlemen:

iy attention has been called to the case ¢f Gilbexrt Ha Stevh-
enson convicted last September of rioting im Duluth on June IEth I920.
It was claimed that he was one of & mob, which, inflamed with vassion,
over the alleged assault upon a white girl, attacked the Jail and hung
three negroes in custodye. .

It is meid that the erowd around the jail was larger than 5000;
and its frenzy overcame the opposing volice forces. While many persons
were achive in the extreme measures taken, thers were comperatively few
arrests and but two or three convictions of rioting.

My interest has been arouéeé by Facts stated indiecating that very
grave doubt exists whether Gilberit Ha Stephenson took vert in the riot.

I did not hear the testimony; but thewre appears to be so much varia-
tion, uncertainty and mistake as to the appearance and identity of thefe~
fendant, Stevhenson, as to exeite serious doubt of his gullt as charged.

This doubt is increased by the pDositive siztement of Sargeant Ricketts
heretofore made te you, who was on Guty at the police station, and was
face to face with the leaders of the mob, who says that he had kuown Steph-
enson fLor eight years, would hava reeognized him if activé in the mob, and
that he &id not see him taking any vart in the riot.

It appears also that Stephenson is a young man of good family, of good
character and good habits. I know some of his relatives, and ncthing bat
good of all. He certainly hes no criminal strain. Tis father is J. M. Steph-

enson, now living at Ducuette, Hinnesotz, who is a veteran of our Civil

Minnesota Historical Society- 345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN - 651.296.6126



Minnesota. Board of Pardons.
Gilbert Henry Stephenson: Application No. 5151.
Pardon Application. File no. 5151, 1921

Correspondence
Letter from John B. Richards to Board of Pardons, July 7, 1921.

el B. Richards

Lounselar ot Law
Fuite 314 Fixnt Natiosal Bauk Bldg,
Bulutl, Mina.

war, belonging toc the 3rd Iowa Cavalry.

It is certain, also, thet public sentiment was sreatly excited, de-
mending some sacrifice, some satisfaction by way of convietions to atone
in part for the stain and disgrace put on Iuluth by that mob; and the jury
was undoubtedly influenced by that public feeling; sréd it wey rct Fe—s view—
ed the evidence in as Favorable ligcht for bthe defendant as was his Jjust dues

Under 21l these circumstances, and especislly in view of the punish-
ment already inflicted uvon 3terhensor by his imsrisomment For a Ffull year,
I am convinced that justice would be done, and no public wrong committed, if
your Honocrable Body should now grant Stephenson a full pardons

I éo not understand just why no avneal to the Supnreme Court was taken
rom the verdiet; but failure o talke such appeal shonld not cause your body

to fail to give weight to the other fazts =bove stated.

Very Respectfully Yours,
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