Minnesota. Board of Pardons.
Gilbert Henry Stephenson: Application No. 5151.
Pardon Application. File no. 5151, 1921

Correspondence
Letter from T. W. Hugo to Board of Pardons, March 11, 1921.

CHITY OF DULUTE

MLANWORNS OFEICE

T. W. HUGQ. MAror
CoOMMISAIGNER OF PULLIC AFFAIRS

Morch aleventh,
09 2 1 .

To the Jerdon 3oard,
3eill vater, ilinnescta.

Gentlemen:

On the fifteenth of June, 1920, 2 mob law got the
better of the civil and 25 a conseguence pecple became excited and
did things woica they would not have otherwise thought of, the whole
resulting in the unfortunate hanging of some negroes and general des-
truction of property by and throwgh which the city of Duluth recel ved
a2 great deal oi unpleasant noterity znd & sensational trial shich sen-
tenced among others, Mr. Gilbert H. Stephenson to Stillwater for riot-
ing and as ome of the perticipators inm the . Tct.

Since that time certain evidence has been brought to my
attention particnlarly that of & policemen who knew lr. Stephenson very
well and who is positive thet he ggzio: the man who was indentified as

a particlpant in the riot. pea

Tiir.Stephenson has lived in Juluth for eight years was
a truck driver for Mr. Slemvnand as far as known has been an orderiy,
and reputable citizen, hes not been wder police surveillance 4k any
tinme and has committed no offense for which police had reason to tzike
¢cognizance. liany reputable citizens nave spoken to me in reference to
this ter smongst them.being Mr. BEi. Swenson, formerly city alderman
amd oneylived in Duiuth all bis live time,awhockmows Nr. Stephenson and
his reistives. intimajelky and a man in vhom I place implicit confidence
in any thing which he might say, gives Mr. Gilbert H. Sgephenson very
splendid record &nd I am inclined to believe what he says.

Being informed that other evidence can be presented than

that submitted &t the trial, I respectively request_jj,lat Fou give this
matter your attention 1f the facts are satisfactory, give the person the
benefit of a re~hearing or whatever is the uswal method of procediure.

Thanking you for the courtesy of your patient bearing, I
rem2in

Yours respectfully,

DULUTH : S |

o

Great PortottheNortwest
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