Minnesota State Prison (Stillwater, Minn.) [Stillwater State Prison]. 1
Louis Dondino: Case No. 6614.

Case Files. 1921-1923.
Interview with Louis Dondino, February 25, 1922.

State Agent's interview with Louis Dondino- 8614 242522

.

40 years old, a widower, has one child, a boy, 14 years old livipg with his parents
at Bennett, Wism. Has fonr brothers, two living at Bemneit and one in Petroit, Mieh
and the other in California. Says he had a good home on & farm with his peogpls,
gtayed thers until about 16 since which time he has worked for others. For some
years haz worked as a transfer or drayman in Puluth and when this affair ocourred he
owped and was cperating a timek in Puluth.

The orims charged in this oase was riot and was in conmeoction with the lynching of
5 oolored men in Duluth apd of 4t says he was living in West Tnluth and on the even-
ing in guestion had heard something of this trouble and started from West Dulmth to
the oity with his truek, 6 or 8 cthers riding with him. Says these cther Lellows
got quite noisy kut as they passed different policemen on the sireet they made no
effort to stop them and even when he got as far as 2rnd Ave W & Superior he stopped
and talked with a polies offiocer but the officer made no effort and did not suggest

" that they keep sway from the mob whioh had gathered in the vieinliy of the polioe
station. When they arrived he says the orowd was so large he sonld hardly get thru
but drove by the station several times. Finally parkedhis oar between Mishigan and
Supearier streets and went np on to Superior mtreet on whioh the police station is
loeated. Thare met a friend and they wemt to the theater. This waa about 8:38. Came
out onas, weni baok and was thers untdl 10:45. When they again oame out the orowd
was still gathered about and it was diffienlt to get thru. His friend wont home and
he went do¥n on Mishigan street watehed the arowd, got as far as the jJail foor and’
seeing water on the fleor turmed and eame ut and at that time the orowd was very
noisy and moving toward Superior st. Olaims he followed but got no mearer the men
thet were hanged than half a bleck. The hanging was on 2nd Ave E and Ath street.
Claims he got only 1o the alley between these streets. Afterwards walked down the
hill with a police offiser tc his truok, started it and went home. Says thers was ne
premsditation or thought on hiz part of stirring up any troubls, that he aimply o
allowed himself to %e yielded under this exeltemsnt. The peolice abtempted to use fﬁ
hose on the orowd but this was foreibly taken from them and turned on the cffisers
themgelves. It was slaimed at the trial that he helped to do this but says he was
sti11 in the show house when this coourred. He had just gotten well sterted in :
business and was in a fair way te make money, was living with hia boy and they had
scmfortsble rooms. Says he still omes the truek and that the Union kMatoeh Co with
whom he had s aontrast 8o do their hauling are still holding thelir oontraet open for
him. Then releaged wants and expeats to return to Duluth where he will again start

in where he. left off.

This fellow is wall spoker of and evidently a man of good habits and stood well in
the eommunity whers he is kmown. When released I would expest him to do well.
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