Minnesota State Prison (Stillwater, Minn.) [Stillwater State Prison].
Gilbert Henry Stephenson: Case No. 6598.

Case Files.

Memo of Interview with Gilbert Henry Stephenson, February 1, 1922.

" ' February lst 1922

Memo of interview with Gilbert Stephenson-8598

85 years old, single, fathsr is living at Duguette, Minnesota, mother is dead,
has four brothers and five sgisters living. Was born and raised in Tows wntil
+on years old, then at Walmut Grove for a mmber of yearas but for the past ten
yoars has lived in DPuluth. Mother died whenm ha was nine years old, father kept
the family together and appea rances would indicate that he had good home. trainw

ing. Was raised a FPresbyterian, 8th grade In public sohool.

This offense is Riot and was in conneetion with the lynohlng of three negroes
charged with raping a white girl in Buluth. The negroes in thiz case were oson-
neated with a eireus showing in Duluth and it was alleged that several of them
took a girl and the young man who eseorted her, at the point of & gun from the
circus grounds to an out of the way plase and there ravished her one afier the
other. The matter was raported, some of the negroes were placed arrest while in
Duluth and others were arrested tho following day at Virginia. This caused much
sxeitement in Duluth and on the night follewing the orime against the girl three
of the negroes wers taken by foree from the eity jall and hanged. The testimony
in this oase indicated that Stephenson was one of the leaders who astually took
part in breaking the jail doors and taking these megroes therefrom. Iwenty-cme
were arrasted in this riot oass but only thres convieted. Stephenson sbsolutely
denies that he had any part in takinpg these men fram the jail. Fs says that on
the night in question he was at his boarding place, whish was about five blocks
from the oity jail, that he was dressing intending to go to the theater. The
man with whom he boarded was down town, oalled his wife by itelephoms telling

her of the emeitement and asking her to coms down with Stephonson whioh she did.
They wers together cn the street and were aercss the street from the jail when
the polies undertook to oontrcl the orowd by the unse of fire hoyse, the orowd
overpowering the poliee and turning the heme mpon them. Seays he saw this but
had no part in it. Claims that the nearest he was to the ocells where ihe man
were confined was on the sidewalk in front of the bullding. Did not see thom
4aken out nor did he see them hanged bdut saw them afterwards. Claims his oon-
vietion was brought about by poliee officers identifying him as the man who
swung ‘the hexmer on the sell doors which he absolutely denies and says that one
offioer, Irs Hieketis, who was on duty there as turnkey and who knew him well,
was rendy to testify that he was not the man there but that his atiorney refused:
to onll him. The story he tells and the testimemy given at the itrial ssem to

be about alike. The inry evidently felt he was guilty.

¥y impression is that he is really telling the truth snd I have some doubt about
his being an active participant in this unfortunate affair. No doubt a large
rumber of people of Duluth that night simply reverted to the primitiwve and lost
all sontrol of themselves. Stephenson has wmdonbtedly been a good citizen in

the past with sbsolwtely mo eriminal record, has been a trusty all the time that

he has been hers at the prison and in my judgment is perfestly safe to parcle at
any time and do not believs anything would be gained by keeping him in eonfinemsht.
He has many friends in Duluth who are anxiocus to see him return and he is as

anxicus to do this.

State Parole Agent.
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