Minnesota State Prison (Stillwater, Minn.) [Stillwater State Prison].
Gilbert Henry Stephenson: Case No. 6598.
Case Files.

Interview with Gilbert Henry Stephenson, February 15, 1921.
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INTERVIEY WITE . E. STEPEENSON £6598

Claims this is his frue nemz, 34 years old. Single,
Mother dead, father living at Duguette, Minn., Two brothers at
ulgth, one at Lamberton, Minm, and one at Moose Lake, Mimm.
Also has five sisters living in different portiona of the stats,
All married. Has been meking his home at Duluth.

- Claims this 4is his first arrest. Is here fozr the crims
of Riot which was in conmection with the lynching of three
negrees under arrest at Duluth. Says he is mot guilty and had
nothing to do with the affair, excepting that he was in Duluth
and on the strset at the time, but 4did not even see the actual
iyaching, altho claims that he say all three of the men after
they had been hung. Says that the witnesses for ths state sither
swore falsely or were mistaken in idsntity, this, however, he
claims is neot probable on the part of some of the witnesses at
least as he was well kmown to them., Had a friend who worked in
the jail at Duluth and had been in the bebit of going to the
Jail frequently to see this man and in this man becams kmown to
the officers there. At the time this ocurred says he was worke
ing amd boarding with ome C. T, Lellasurier living at 226, E. 2nd
Street, Duluth, Says he came home from work that night and
changed his clothing with the idea of going to a theatre. Says
about mine o'clock the televhone remg and Mr, Ledasurisr asked
that he come down down and bring his (LeMasurier's) wife with him
They were to meet him at a certain place which they did. DToes not
¥mow how this riot started nor just emactly how they memaged to
gat the negroes out of the jall, but 4did see part of the water
fight with the firz hose that tock place at the jail. BSays he
wont down with this men's wife, met him and was with them on the
gtreets until about eleven o'clock at which 4ime they started.
for home, but he storped to get a drink and lost the othersin
the crowds and could mot find them, but did rum across their
daughter who had nmot been with them, and anotter young man, and
returnsd home with them, getting home about 12 o'clock, Insists
that he is immocent amd that the witnesses were mistaken, Thinks
that perhaps some of the witnesses teatifisd as they did inm order
te protect themselves or others of their friends.

Claims never to have had any trouble of any kind before
and that be had been steadily employed, his last employment be=-
ing that of a truck driver for Bloom & Corpany, Duluth, Claims
does not use liguor and has pot sinee 1917 at all. smokes.ahd
chews, does not gawble nor associate with the wrong kind of
women and mever used drugs.
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