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From an Editorial in the Chicago Tribune.

The Duluth Lynchmg

]idit()rial in the Chicago Tribune,

Duluth hns now joined the American cities
which have discovered how easit y the safe-
guards’ of civilized justice can be leaped.
Suddenhess is a common factor of all such
cutbrealks and law finally reasserts itself,
but after lives are sacrificed and the com-
munity’s good name i3 besmirched. - .

In Omaha, it was said, delays and failure
of jusiice in.cases of offenses against wom-
en had inflamed public feeling. Pletures of
the mob showed callousness and irrespon-
=ibility rather than uncontrollable passion.
Tha delay of justice theory did wot bear
examination  very - welll Iln  the Duluth
Ivaching it seems to have less validity if it
as any. '

The problem Ig deeper., At itz base, of
course, is a very strong trait in Ameriean
character whicrh ereates, in spite of incon-
sislencies and exceptions, a speciai attitude
teward women. In the Duluth cage the meit
charged with the offenss were negroes, and
undoubtedly thig was an important factor in
| the psychology of the outbréak, But while
men are semetimes lynched for this offense
when circumstanses are aggravated, In.the
Jfruluth lynehing motives of sex ‘protection
and of Ttace instinct were combined,

We can eradicate neither and we woumid
eradicate neither. Both are useful, perhops
recesaary if property controlled and directed.
Put they were not controlled in Duluth, as
they were not controtled in Chicago: in
Omaha,. in Springficld. The authorities of
Duluth permitted the lemders of the mob
to . go snbout in automobiles gathering re-
cruits fur the Iyaching, This 8 & sign of
inefficieancy, ©of lax police disciplise, if not
of connlvance, which challenges the zelf-
resapent of Duluth nnd warng the responaible
alemernts of itz popniztion -ihat the morale
of ‘itz police protection 18 low. Prompt ar-
rest of the mob lcaders would have saved a
bhlot on- the c¢ity's scyteheon ahd p.hrhaps
‘the lives of fnrocent men,

That is for Duluth to ihun{'nhout: but
alt America has in. this new Iynching a
cause for the gravest reflection. The Duluth
mob heard appeals to let the law také its
courze. Tts members did not heed these ap-
peals becaunse they themselves . wanted to
kill, We doubt if they were certain as to !
tha guilt of the men who died asserting
their innoeence; but they wantad victims
to assuage their lusi for and |
victims they would have, whorher innoecent |
or guilty. We doubt il the uncertainty and
tardiness of legal procasses of justice hava
mueh. to‘ do with lyneh psychology, fint we
think it might %e tempered by a keener
sense of respofsibillty to ths law. Mahs,
and even ol Ileazders, ave seldom punished,
Tntil they are there is little to chack the
Iynehing evil.

We hope Duluth will de better than other
cities in dealing with the men who have
brought stain o her good name. Duluth 1s
a wery Troud city aud may set us all an
example. We certainly need one. Mob vio-
jence i3 inexcusablzs in eivilized communities,
The American lynching i3 a disgrace to
us the world over.

—_—
Rlood Should Have Been Shed
Chicago livening I'ost: ha lynching at

Duluth bears every mark of & diggraceful
failuve - of constituted authority to do iis
duty. .

The lynchers pursued the hold meihod of
riding in awvtomobiles through the streefs
of the city and appealing to passers-by to
join them in their lawliess enterprise. Ap-
parently, the moh inciters were allowed -ty
carry out their program of ¢nlisting & hang-
ing party without opposition.

Whew the mebh resched the police .station
it was met with ro hetter resistmnce than a
fire hosc. No. shots were fired; ro real ef-
fort wag made to deferd the unhappy
wretches who were in the custody of the
law. Several policemen .are e£zid to have
been: slightly injured in a hrief skirmish
which ended when the mob got possession of
the fire hose. A moment later it had the
men whom the authorities were charged-
.with protecting unti] they coitild be given a
fafr trlal. A mock trial was held in ihe
“statlon; three of six negroes were condemned
“to death, and sentence was executed on the
city’s streets over the protest of a Catholic
“priest, who alene seems to have had the
-courage to speak for law and order and
human decency.

This ia a crime of a Northern state, as
black and ugly as any tha: has brought the
South into disrepute. The Duluth author-
ities stand condemned in -the eyes of the-
netion. They cannot escape cendemnation .
by the plea that an attempt at effective re-
gistance—an &ttempt Involving the uge  of
Mirearms—would have resulted in bloodshed
Rlood should have been shed before the mob:
‘was- permitted to-trample law and justice
under fgot; before . poasibly innocenty men-
‘wwere (sirrendered to a summary. and umdls-
»cﬂm.mattng vengeanca. - Duluth'a shame'-’heg
in--the- fact -that it can.report.no. -fatalities.
caemong elther; tha assuilants or:the défenders
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