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_ St. Peul, Einn, June 28, 1920
. ‘.Du:g,mr-;—\ .
L
"% RE DULUTH ASSAULE INVESTIGATION®
. '

Qpez}a\ti‘ze.«hioféam was detailed on the above mentiomed matter, and
lef% ::Egr Dluth on Jume 24th, and his report eoverding the matter is
zg follewa: ’

He first interviewsd Capt. XKelly, Commandsr of the Loedl Naval
Militis which was called out after the lynching riotg, and who is
woll mcguainted with the sutheritiss at Dulubh, but CGapht. Kelley
atated he was out of town at the time the lynching took place, and he
lnew nothing in regard to the matter excext local gossip, which was
not of any imvortance. He wes somewhat imclined. to criticizs tha

olica for their lax attitmde in handling the mob on the nlght of the
ynehing, saying the men shouwld not bave been lynched, ete.

He next called at County Attorney Greeme®s office, eand found the
latte® was busy presentin% evidence to the Grand Jury which lg now
in seasion imvestigeting the lynching,

He pext called on Chief of Folice EHurphy, butbt the latiter wonld give
him no information except thet +the police were first informed regarding
+he cage 2% 2:30 P.H. the previous night. He asked the Ohief regard-
ing the retmtation =nd charasoter of Miss Irene MTuskin, the wWoman in
the case, Hurphy stating that as far as he knew wshe was & woman of
agric'bly moral charaeter and very higbly regarded in the meighbozhood,
ete, :

Sheriff HoGee, umpon being interviewed, ssid Te knew 1ittle about The

t k" W =) had already orinted, and- he Tthought
%%é‘ uefrgggeg‘g% a%":tllg';g ﬁ‘gg ggoa?aPTﬁg opera,%iv‘e ,Luea%:t.one& uim'as o “E
he hed investigated the case, and he stated thet the only

whether or no 3 at *
investigation be had made or Wwas meking Wwas3 concerning the mod violence

and lynehing.

tive 4hen went o the Iyceum Drug Store at the cormer of Pifth
A.ve?P*?fg%tland Superier St., where- he ineidentally sngaged fhe clerk,
Albert Busch, in econversation relative %o the above man“[::r_zlmed wmetter,
Bush stating that he lived about a block from Miss Tugkin's ras:.de_nceiia
and he Ltold the operative all the details concermin the rlot'ﬁ which e
already heen reporfed In the mewapspers, and then added ﬁhaf e under-
stood the "Rip.Saw?, a local scandal npaver, would -have gomething to
orint about the occurence in its next lssue, which wonld come out on

Fridsy, and thet he thought that the TRip-Sew! had imside information,
e iged that he had hesrd varioug doctors discussing the case .
B e 1 hed remarked thet they had

i in & tore, and that gevera
while in the drug & * ourg lady's femily physician ut that the

: with Dr. Grabam, the . i
]g%%%gg e'%iderjl)‘lb'lycrhad nd% aﬁvgse&. any of his medical Friemds thet he wes

“he momen bad been reped. Busch also stated that he had heard rumars-
£hat Suilivan, the young man with Hiss fuskin, a e time of the al- >
leged asseult ocoured; WasS taking liberties with the girl at the u:ugze
the negroesd Were supposed to have assaulted hér; Dbut he counld not zive
any informetiom sg to whers these rumara gtarted, nor co?_.l&_‘he give
the nexes of any body whe bed made sny such statement, stating that
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there was much conversation arcound the stors concerning the matter,
s1nd he could not rseolleet just wheres he heard this remark.

He then interviewed the countg Abtorney, Er. Green who stated
b% E%g aw%ul%y €§gs%n§in evidence To gF%hGga%d %gﬁy & iﬁgt gemgnrs
Q mob who ched the negroes, an g, =} not time to go
into The detaile of theuallaggd aggault, ang would not take that wp
at a1l uatil after, the Grand Jury lnvestigation of the riot was over
f%th.l He claimed Ee was not acquainted %ith the Tacts concerning
bthe allsged assaunli. ’

Operative states here that sentiment in Duluth is very bitter
toward public officiels for the manner im which the entire matter
was handlsd, and that a number of the police will unquestionably be
dismissed from the Foree for their attituie on the ndght in guegtion,
but that he believes Green is holding back any informztion hé might
have concerring the case at tke present time. Co

He next interviewed Hr. Morrison, Zditor of the "Rip-Sew
who stated that everything he knew in conmection with this case
wag vrinted in his newspager, the cli;%inga from which are herewith
attached. He then suggested the operative see Er. Blodgett, who
conducta -2 shoe shore on Seventh Ave. West snd Central Ave.

The operative interviewed Mr. Blodge®t, who advised that James
Sulliven, the young lady's escort, was a wild, viedlous character,

. 8nd thet'ebount a year ago, Sullivan, with a party of young men snd
irla, nad broken into his gummer cottage located abont five milss

%orth of toodland, on Lake Superior, and that the furniture had been
smashed. bed linen Htorn, and other evidencesg shown of occupancy
% he was going o have Sullivaen and his frilends

during the nighnt, tha
arrested and prosecubed, but he finally let the matier drop. He
gsteted in his ovyinion hat Sullivan was & young man of evil repute,

¥Mr, Blodgeut then gtated that a Mr. George Hargrave, & shoe gale-
men with offices in the Phoenix Bldg. had told him thet the Tuskin
girl had been rumning around with men, and was of loose morsls, The
operative endesvored to interview Hargrave, but found he was out of
towa, and wonld net be back until some time during the coming week.
He zlso intervieved & party by the mame of Pearson, of Williams
Pearson, 311 Lonsdale Bldz., who mtated that he aid not know Sul-
ivan very wslil, but that he .Jived out in the Weat ZEnd, and was al-
waya ohaging women, and was algo inelined to drink exmcessively whelle
ever he had sn opportunity: that he wen’ ount with Mr, Blodgeth the
day after the lather's cottage had been broken into, .and saw that
the nar had spent the night there, and saw enply hoar and whiskey
bottles Llying all over the ylace, and that he had evidendtly been on

a wild carouwsal thamre.

The operative then went to Miss Tuskin's residence, and affer
comsiderable difficulty interviewsd Miss Tuskin, who was not in bed
a8 reyorbed in the newspapers, but is up end ercund., and aprearsd
to be enjoying ber usual health? He then interviewed her regarding
the alleged essault, end she advised that Sullivwan and ahe had . left
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her residence about B8:15 oxr 8:Z0 E.EK. oD Monday night, June 14%th,
snd melked down to the cireus grounds where the Yankes Robinson Showsa
wers oreforming, and had then met saveral scqusintancea from West
Tmluth, and hed welked around the grggfgftta%ﬁing wiﬁhf??%@, aiter
i £ i walke 0 8 Year @ e main

22%%? Ege%h%gﬁttgge%ggig%g gﬁmggge was being given, sg fthe roustabeuts
were btaking down- the cook-tents and enimel tents preparingto place

them on the cars, as bthe show was to leave town dmmecdistely after

the performence. She then stated that both she and Sullivan stood there
watcgin the negroea lLoading the wagons, and taxing down the tents,
and. thet they wepe svending aboub 2b feet from Where The negro
ronstebouts were working: that the megroespaid no atlention to them,
and appeared to be attending %o their duties in =z mormsl manner,

and that she and Sullivan were just Turning around to walk awey,

when they found a erowd of negroes gtanding directly in back of. them,
and that one of these negroes had & gun in bis hand, which he placed -
ageinst Sullivan's head, and thet the other negroes had grabbed her.
Her mother who was listening to the corversation, then remarked .
"yrerie did not kmow just whet happened then", The cperative told

urs. Tuskin to let the girl tell her own story, Whereupon Irene

then stated that she must have tainted at that time, as she did not
¥mow whet heppened. Opprative told her to continue her story from

the time she regeined comsciousness, and she sbated that when ghe

did come t0 her menses, the negroes were walklng away. Sulliven
- took her by the arm a2nd they went directly to her reaidence: That
upon arriving at her house they sat on the woreh for sbout half an
bour talking shout the occurence, sund she then went te the houss and

went to bad. . .
- . The operative then asked her the following guestions:

Q. - How meny negroes grabbed you?

Ae=— Dour negroos. ‘ .
Q. ~ Did vou meke any out-cry? :
A. = Yeg, I yelled oumee, but mne of the megroes then put bils hand

in my mouwth. -

Q. - Why dlan*t Sulliven try to held youg -

Ay - Eg counld not, &s one of the mnegroes vimmed his arms behind his
back snd another held the gunt to his head. . ) _ )
Q. - Did you notice the megroes holding his arms ani the other holding

a gun_to his head?

: I How.aia they teke hold of you? _

A -~ They grabbed hold of nmy arms and shoulders.

4, ~ What did they do then? :

A, « T do not know, but Sullivan told me afterward thet four negroes
were fighting om top of me. o .

Q. ~ Did-yon fesl any 511 ‘effects after t he assault?

A, - Yes, my arms were & little sore. \
G. -~ How lomg was it afler you fainted thalt you came to your Benses
snd kmew what was going on? :

A. - I do mo% kmow, but do net think i% was very long. )

§. There were the negroes upon your regeining yowr senaes?

A. = Talking sway from the place. .

Q. -~ Did you not tell other parties in Duluth that the negroes di~

rected you and Sullivan whick way to leave the grounds?
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A~ (After o few moments she zeplied:) Yes, they 4id dirsct us out.

G ~ What 448 ywou do then? : :
A,~ Mook the street cer home, and sat on the poreh with Sullivan for
about half an bour talldng about the occurrence and themn went to bed.

2, - TWhere were your folks?
AJ- Eother was in bed, and father wes sitting in the parlor.

Ge~ Why ddfn't you or Sullivan immedisdely after the assanlt go a2nd
report the affain?

Ae=~ I do mot knmow, but I thought it best to keep it quietd,

8.~ So that is the reazson that neither you nor Sullivan sdid anything
abgut?it drgrediately after the cccurrencs: yow wonted to keep it

ulet”

o= Y2H. .

Q.= Eow.4id Sulliven come fo specsk about the matter? ‘ ‘

4= He went to work at 12 o'clock midnighk, being emploved st the Du-
Iuth, ¥issabe, & NWorthern Ore Docks spobiing boats, and his father is.
nigbt superintendent, and he gpoke to his father about the matter, and
¥r. Sulliven telephoned Mr. Tusicin and they nofified the police, and
went down to the cireus train with Jimmie (Sullivan) but the latter
could znet identify any of <whe megross, so they came uy to the house

and got me to gzo down and didentify them, znd they srrested twelve.

€.~ How could you idéntify them more taen sullivan, if you fainted imme-

diately when they grabbed Sullivan?
Ao~ Well, T could not recognize them by their faces, but only by their

gize_snd phygigus.

Q.f Isg%-¥ty§u§h§,that you conld fee more then Jimwiej .
AJ~ Tell, they bad me about fiffeen feet away from where they held him.
Qo= Waa any of your clovhing Horn? :

{She 3ié not answer this,her mother wemarking that one of her garmentas

waa'ggrn %ulﬁggée;n ill effects afterwards?

%iéai; hgr mother s%bke e Ae.né. stated that she had a nervous bresk-
dovm and had to go fo bed.i )

Q.- Well, that was from the motoriety which the rewspapers gave the -

case and the Yynehing, wasn't it?

o= Yeg, T S8E S0a . ’ .
ér %ﬁu’men%?bned about some boys and girls who wore with you at the
cirous grounds. Whe were they? TYou sald at first you did not know

their names, and then you stated you kuew them for years. What were

their nanes? . a s
A.- T just knew them by %heir faces, and I do not ¥now their nemes.

This wes  practically ell the information the opgrative-could
gecure from her, a9 ber mobther sieted she did npt want the girl fo

talk any more aboub the matter.

Be +then interviewed Dr. David Grahaem, the family physician who
wes ealled uoon to attend the pirl after the alleged mssault, and he
guegtioned the Doctor as follows: :

Q.— Did you examine Trene Tugkin after +the reported assanlte

Ae= TeSa
Q.= When?

Ay~ The following day.
0.~ Cowld yom gtate from your examination whether or noet she had

been raped?
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4. T 8o not think she was
- anldniou say she was atill virtuous?
I thi

Q. :
< Lam g0. :
A. What woulé you say if I told %Qu she wag not virtuous, and had besn
a girl of loose morals prior %o this alleged assault?
Av— Well, I could not tell postively, but do not think she was assaulted

Q.- TWell, Doctor, you take a youxg girl like Kiss Tugkin, and have
four negroes rape her, there would Pe signs of abuse, wounld there notg

A.— You would think S0. . . .
fhe Doctor then stated he did not care to be questioned any further

regarding the matter at the present time, and that he was the family
physician, and did not want Fo make any Statement for mmblication.

Ee then interviewed Pafiiek ®. Sulliven, 2874 Wickloew Avs., fether
of James Sullivan, the girl's escort, with whom the son still lives, He
. sbated that he was the Night superintendent at the D.M.& H.0. Docks,
end bhig son came to work 2t midmnight and told him about the affair in
practicelly the same manner in whieh Hiss Tuskin related, and that he
had then imme’diately got in toueh with Hiss Tuskin's father and the
“two hed notified the police. e was very reticent and would not dis-
ecuss +whe metter at all; and whatever information the operative did get
_out of him was given very reluctantly. He was guestioned as to tow
they pleked out the negroes who were arregted, and Sullivan stated the
ehildren could not identify +them very well by their faces, but only by
theilr general appearance and size, and he then brusquely remarRed that
he did mot want To diseuss the case, and that he had an appolntment and
walked away.
Mhe operative tThen made sfforts to get in toueh with James Sul-
liven, but Tound that he was out of town, and not expscted back nnti the

firgt of next week.

He then made inquiries among the younger element around West
Tuluth but cownld not obtain any information of v&luel es everybody to
whom he talked were very closs-motithed, and would not digseuss eldther

voung Sullivan or the girl.

He then imbterviewed Murphy, the Chief of Police, again, butb he
would gilve out absolufely no information, axni reports he eould ac~
comylish nothing more by open investigation, and returned to St.Faul.

He also states that he lewmrned that the first romor which was
cireulated tegerding the affeir was & statement made by some of the
neighbors of Hrs. Tuskin who stated thet they bad asked Mrs., Tuskin
how Irene wasg, and thet Bhe had replied the latier was in bed, but
that they misunderstood her, sznd cireunlated the report that the gixl
wag dead, and that this remerk was the one whieh started the moeb

gathering.
Respectfully submitted,
BWIPLOYERS DETECTIVE SERVICE

H.J. Carling
General Manager.
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